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—A Peep behind the Curta'ns of the Theatres—The, 
Humours of diTerent Parts.of the Town- Piaurcs ' 
of High and Low Life— The Frolics of Midni^-ht 
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PJeafures, and Paifions of the Metropolis; and d.'i- 
neating the Defigns, Arts, Sedndions, and MaL 
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TO THE 

COUNTRY GENTLEMEN 

Of. 

G R B AT-BRITA IN, 

THI FOLLOWING 

LETTER^ 

WRITTEN FOR THEIR 

Amusement and Instruction, and t0 
Warn them of Dangers, 

As well as to fcrecn them from Impositions, 
Are humbly addreiled. 

By their moft obedient, 
Faithful Servant, 

Tm PUBLISHER. 
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Publisher's Preface. 



THERE have been feveral publica- 
tions wbofe chief objedlis were the 
$pts, cheats, defignsv and various decep*'. 
tions of the metropolis^ but they are ge- 
nerally^ allowed to be deficient, cither in 
point of ftyle, decency^ or accuracy of de- 
lineaiionj and cou^itry gentlemen, who 
have become the purchafer^ of fuch un- 
faithful trafli, have beea laying out their 
mpaey to no ptirpofk : for, inftead of 
buying a fair, honelt, and candid defcrip- 
tkm (incenduig it,, very likely, as a kiod.of 
tmveUar'^ pockjef ccnopanion) they have 
iiought af?rfiag9i)£ fi^ihaoiiai ftorifiSt and a 
A3 parcel 
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vi PREFACE. 

parcel of printed pages that cannot be- 
depended upon. 

Mr. Robert Randal, however, the 
Author of the following fheets, was not 
only a more ingenious, but a more inge- 
mous rambler : he left his country friends 
in order to oblige, inftrufl, and enter- 
tain them ', and his humble companion, 
John Trufty, has imitated his matter witd 
a very commendable degree of precifion. 

In the courfe of thefe ktters we are fur- 
ftifhed with a difplay of undoubted faftsr 
in a very livety and diverting flow of lan- 
guage. The remarks are apropos^ the hu-, 
mour agreeable, and the fcenes inftrudive.: 

Whoever IS yet ignoranfof the ways of 
the lower, and/ indeed, the higher de- 
partments of the iiONDON people, may^ 
ifi thefe pagesi be enabled ta undertake a< 
journey to the city witli le(s hazard of be- 
ing gulled and impofed upon j and, if 
they read caucioufly> they may efcape a; 

thoufand 
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thoufand difafter^ and hypocrifies, to whicff 
an honeft countryman when he comes to 
LtOndon in the fuHnefs of Ws fimpUcity is 
cxpofcd. 

In fliort, the PubliQicr of Mr. RAN- 
DALLS EXCURSION prefumes to re- 
commend it as an impartial reprefentation 
of fadts, as they happen every day, and 
every night, in this daetropolis; and as it is . 
the /r/^/^ guide to. warn country gentle-, 
men of misfortune, vice, and danger, by 
Ihewing wherein they confift, and under 
what an infinite variety of plaufible and. 
bfewitchirlg difguifes'they offer themfelves 
to a ftranger's eyes, imagination, purie,, ^ 
^nd paffions. , . " - 

It^fliould be noted, in juftice to Mr. , 
Randal, that thefe letters are interfperfed 
with fuch original obfcrvations, and fuch 
judicious extrafts, as put them upon a 
monje ufeful, cxaft, and copious fcale^, 
than any other publication of the kind, 
la a. word,, morality, humoury and well- 

merited 
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merited Tatirc, charafterife the Excurfion • 
of Mr. Robert Randal, and bis old fen- 
fible ftrvant John Trufty. As to the 
freedom with which Mr. Randal ha^ 
writtei\to his friend Mr. Crony, it muft 
be obferved, that he has never drawn any 
'piftures of vice or of voluptuoufnefs, fo 
as to make the reader, or even his cor- 
refpon^ent, in love with them : on the 
contrary, he has never painted a fair and 
beautiful temptation, without pointing 
very plainly at the pernicious confequences 
of yielding to it : nor is there any thing in 
this volume that can offend the chafteft 
eye, except the natural difguft with which 
it will view th? fcepes of artifice, and dan- 
gerous ingenuity, that are, ncvcrthelcfs, ^ 
the inftrudivc fubjedls of it. 
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EXCURSION, 
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|)1«3 ftt tlie (ame titne I hoM it riglit to t^t as 
much pleafure as I can while my youth lafts, and 
while I c;an epjpy the property that belongs tp 
me. Strange as jtmay feem, I owtr wa»s at 
this delightful place before; and being neither 
incumbered with wife nor -child, I am fully re ' 
folve^ to " ilrew the way ^ver with £owers,^ 
Jct'the folks fay what they will; at the fame 
time I dcfign to defcribe all the fcenes of hu- 
mour and glee in this metropolis as a fpeSator, 
not as a fliarer ; for, though I love to fee life on 
all fide^, yet I have bo pleaiurr in debauchery. 
I will (hew you the true ptfiure, without mak- 
ing a %ure in it myfelf. Thus, upon the 
principle of friendly information, you may ex- 
pefl: to hear fome high-drawn accounts of what 
is tran(a£ling ii> this great City *^ luider the 
rofe," while what is faid and done ** above 
board" fliall %e the fubjeife of my letters to my 
faipily. Heaven only l^nows what is to happQ^^ 
to rae in my rambles, but I am p.articularly 
picafcd to refleft that I have ad much healtji, 
cafly, and good ipirits, as atijr young fellow in 
i;pgIaod- A5 I fcrijbbjc tfcis Hf9% thfi road, 
v^hjijc theboffes are ^^iiigv 1<?^ onfy inum^ 
it ^s a^ inftance. c^ npy fui^jSf^ f^gard fei yoii, 
oi;ail;tiflg x^o,ojigqnunitiy.q(wmi»g taygu^cvoi 
b^one I l^Yfi writteif^ ^ fy)l,^bJe t^ ipy brotheiit; 
aoii fiftersi. M yw wfk tp Iw^w ^nj^ thinfp 

of 
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LETTER tl. 

Mr. Robert Randal to hh Family. 

Conteamkg the firft dafs ramble^^^duenture with 
uflKt-'bhck^^Remarks on the proJ^eSisof^ Citf 
mornlng^^A JlfoU to a -Coffiie-hauff-'^Curious 
AaraSlen thfre^"^. Jamos^i Park-'^Buckhig^ 
/fomrhoufi'^-^DroU difplay of charaSfers-^A Lon^ 
4k^ NruH^Doer'^.A London DmnO'^A mix^ 
madtt London Phyjkian^ . 

FT purfuaiice of my rambling refolutions» 
I am arrived iafe In the city, and have th9. 
^ood fortune gf meeting-Mr* ^art^ my coudiit 
B a not 
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not only in .perfe^ 'healthy but .alfo fo -uhde- 

tacbed from bufine^s, that he lays he. (hall be 

iftyYnoft ol)jeJient fervant for a month. ' He is - * 

a youth of great penetration," knows (I fipd) . 

. every corner of the. town^ is familiar with the 
ipoft intereftipg fccnes, and is determined to 

•go arm in arfti with* me through the whole ^ity 

• and Its envirQns ; to that you will, no doubt,* 
congratulate me upon the profpeft of iny ap- 
proaching picture.' You remember that on the 
▼ery day. I receive^ the ne^^s pf my ticket's. 

/tomifig up a prize, of five'thoiifand pounds, 
. I determined (having a good eftatc before this ^ 

windfall) to indulge a..l6ng meditated defignof 
•(porting. 'a 'fair five, hundred of it, in making . 

fuch anexcurfion to the metropolis as nxight not 
. -only gratify mycuriofity, but entertain at' the 

fame time bcrt:h my.- eyes and my- heart! I am. 

^ my own mafter, and- do' not care thefnApof 1 

. finger at being called a whimfical fellow.* Every 

itiart'has a righfto make himfelf, innocently,. 

as happy as he poffiblyjcan, and to lay out'bis 

motley ashc thinks prdpcr. 

N0twiji)ftanding I lovt evcfty ohe'x>f you at 

pld* Googe's Green * moft affedHonately, , and • 

really bolreve that you have all the fame degree 

of regard .(or- me ; yet, independeht as I am, 

and long as my fcheme has been -projefted, I4iaJ 

• n6t ^Jie courage to acquaint ,yo^ with the parti- 
.cUlars of it by word of mouth. I. told you, 

;* * indeed) < 
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ihdeea, that I would go to the metropoliV, but 
I di4 pot delineate to you the whole of the. mo- 
tives that led me thither. YouVouM caH me 
romantic andidle, and I have a kind of temper 
that equally hates contrdul and altercation j to 
prevent which I referved the communicatioji of 
'my principal views in this jour ne'y tifl after mj? 
arrival^ when I could- do k "by letter. 
. My yiewsv then» in this, excurfion, arp^ I 
flatter myfelf, my good friends,- equally new 
and laudable.. I (halbbegin my ramble, with 
Heaven's pcrmiffion, after- the balms of a godd 
night's reft, to-mofrowmornirtg^; thatis, Tfthp 
weaxheV .permits 5. for, ^s-I mcao to walk., I fhail 
only venture ^abroad when I am invfted. ^ tl?€ 
fun. 'Here fottows a Iflnd t)f rude fketch of 
^my plari; • * • 

Sketch* ofmyVtAVy fo regulate me in my ram* 
' .'I Hi round the City of Loi^DaN. . • 

; I. TO fet oat every fine morping- at fcvcn • 
.o'clock to fuch parts of the town as my fancy 
flialldiri«. : .• ..." 

a. To pxft five guineas every morning in ttiy 

purft, for the ufe of meri*-, beauty,, virtue, or 

ingenuity of any kihdvindiftrpfs or in obfcurityi 

. as fortune ojr Providence (hall, in the courfe oF 

my day's ramble, offer to my attention. * 

B3 . 3-Tq 
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3. To vt5t aB the public places $nc(y and ^|f 
pwblic byildlngs of ^ny ponftqucnc^ to the 
caufe, f ither of our national cbarity,^ religic*, 
or humanity. 

4. To enter as ipuch as I caa intp fuch_ 
cli|bs, ibcieties^ and concipanies, as ar^ by theic 
i^ature and inftitutions moft likely to promote 
my knowledge of City maxims sMid City 
manners, 

5. To write an account of every day's ad- 
venture, in a letter ^ddr^ed to fomc one of my 
family at GoogeW Green, oa my return at 
flights, or at the ca/lieft opportunity aftcr^ 
wards. 

6. To make the whole ^my correfpondcnce 
k takhfiir reglftej* of what is really worthy the 
attention of my country acquaintance, and eac- 
hibit to them a candid pifture of the gfeat and 
celebrated metropolis of which I am at prefeat,^ 
and deflgn for fome time to be, a lational 
fpeftator. 

And ^low, my good friends, you know my 
whole defigns, which, methinks, rather deFervif 
your praife than your cenfure. Coufin SmaH 
is. highly delighted, and protefts he did not be- 
fore know thpre was fuch a ndble fpririt of 
knjght-erramry in the blood of the Randals-; 
and John Trufty blelles his flars. that he can. 
handle -^ quUl,. becau|e> fays John, " I haVe 
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it itt mincT to fcribblc a bit about matters, a* 
weH as my mifter."^ 

But coufin Smart fummoris me to fupper^ 
which reminds me of vvifliing. you a good re-' 
pofe, and putting an end to this my fiffl: intro* 
duftory kind of a letter fromP^ 

My dear friends in general, 
Your moft affeftionate 
Robert Randal;. 

L E T T E R III. 

John Trusty /a i/j Friend. 

Dear Frank, 

HAVE juft been pulling ofFmafter'sbootSji 
and putting a letter into Poft-houfe^ 
whereto mafter Smart's man (and a /mart man 
he is) fhe\ved me. The letter, I find, fignifics, 
t^at matter's family ifr to know and to hear wlwit 
lie may- happen to fee. I undcjrftand, more^ 
^ver, that /am to go to all fights, and places 
the fame as A/; fo that what is worth writing 
about, you may ftand a chance to. hear 
from . . 

Your friend J 

John Tr^sttt,^ 
B4 * LETTER 
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L E T- T E R IV. 

. Mf. Randaj. u his Family.. 

I Have been very fortunate, and if you rcQeive 
as rniich entertainment from the recital, as 
I did from the adventures', recited, then you 
will not repent my prjomife of punftual•cor^e- 
• fpondencc. • 

But I Wave apology,' and begin direftly upon 
tny fubjeft. ' The.fnorning lifihg as gay and 
aufpkioufly a3 1 could wifli, I put the allotted 
fum of money in my purfe, had.the fatisfaflion 
of my guide^^ Mr*' Smart, by iny fide, and my 
old Trufty wasT>rdered to follow me clofe)y. It 
was ftrilcing fevcn as we went from my coufin's 
hbufe, which, you know, is fttuited in the/ 
centre of the city. I find akeady the advantages 
of having amufed myfelf with good books: I 
^ had not becni minute in the ftreets, before the 
buftle of the profpeA before me put tire in mindi 
6f the following ilefcription, which, I do aflUre 
you, i*s fimilar to that I faw this Ihorning. 

Now. Hardly. here aitd there an hackney-coach 
Appearilig, ihew/d the ruddy morn's approach t 
No\Y Bettyfrom her mafter> bed had flown. 
And foftly ftole to iifcompofe her own : 

; *. . * • ,... • Th« 
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. The flipihod *prcnfice from his mailer's door 
• Had pat'd the 3irt, and fprinklcd round the floor. 
Now Moll had whirrd her mop with dextrous airs. 
Prepared to fcrub the. en try ^nd the flairs. . 
The youth • with broomy ftuipps began tq trace 
The kennel's edge, wh*re wheels |iad worn' the place. 
. The fmall-coal man was heard with cadence deep 
Till drown'd in fliriller notes of chimney- fweep. 
Duns at hi« Lordfljip*s gate began to meet : 
And brick-dufl Mollliad fcrciam'd through half t]^e 

ftreet. * . * • 

The turnkey now his flock returning feeij,, 
Duly Jet out a-nigh,ts to fldal fqr ftcs : , ' 
The watchful bailiffs.take their filent ftands, ' * 
And fchool-boys lag, with fatcheb in their hands. 

But I muft now tell yon wherein my'adven- 
lure varied, from thj* defcription. Abbut eight 
o'clock every foot thar was trained to bufi* 
, nefs, whether of niari or of beaft, appeared to 
be in motion,* and .1' could not but feci the 
ftrongeft emotions of furprife at the genexalagi-t 
tation that furrounded me. . - y '\ ; . 

Wherever you choofe to go» faid'my coufin,, * 
r 'will chcarfully follow; whatever, appears 
myfterious io you, I will a^ chearfully explain. • 

I told him that "for the phefent morning I 
would content myfelf with making genera] ob- 
fervat|onS) and .ftop at any ihof^ or place that 

♦ To find old nails. . 

: B S * moft 
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moft invited • my curiofiiy, I had fcarce cfc- 
clared my intention, before* that very' curiofity 
-was vigqroufly taken captive by the offers of a 
poor one-handed and no*Iegged creature, who* 
with a fmiljng face' made an o&r to poUJh my 
bootSy which (you know) wet or d)'y, hot or 
qdd, I always walk in> Though they had. al- 
ready •undes'gone the dlfcipline c^ th^ brufli aifd 
bJaclebalt, wt^ece wai a couFtefy in th< fdlow's 
* ^ffer. that made it impoffible to refift him, and 
knowing my couftn*8 defign to comply with alt 
my humoi/t^,. Ifet my foot upon a little ftool 
that, he had prepared for the purpofe, Hovr 
fliall I acquaint , you, my dear relations, that 
tbrs tattered and mangled' creature whittled as- 
he WQrke'd, Javghed when } told him I pitied hU^ 
misfortune,* aod declared that he rejeded ah 
hpfpital^ becaufe he loved to be his own mafter 
even yet ; and though he loft his limbs for hi^^ 
King, he would be fupported only by himfelf P 
I have ehofen^, faid the (hoe-black, a very hum-r 
bl^ employment, but it was never my lot to rife 
from the^fl^/ to the horfe, and fo I muft brujh oa 
as well aa my ftumps will let me : God blefs my 
King and my cuftomers, huzza, huzTza, huzza T 
Mere he flourrfed his bruib, and proceeded t<> 
yolifh them. And are youhappy» faid I, good 
man ? As the days are long, replied the invalid r 
I earn enough to keep me out of debt and bad 
weather; I have an oht woman at home who> 

alwayr 
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always prorides fometbing comfortable, againft 
my return in the.evening; I fleep found, and I 
nib the fhoa of many a p^rfon that h^s ^ filver 
buckle^ and an.aching beatt. . ' • 

I put into th€ handi of thift happy (b6e-black a 
fhiUing, as the firft offering of mj^fenfibility, 
and turned my eye upon a difierent, but equally 
delightful fcene. A variety of people of both 
fexes came loaded with little ba&et»^> in which, 
wjere the varbus productions Of the n.eighbour- 
ing gardens. They had been making the 
neceflary purchafes for the day, and eachifeem-^ 
ed delighted ypth hie particular ofarketings.^ 
It was r«ally pretty to fee the coUei^ion of fruit» 
or flowers, vegetables or vernal ornaments, be- 
llowed in the baikets. Metbougbt I could 
delineate the tamper of the bearer from Ihe con- 
tents of his basket ; and I diverted my couiln and 
Trgfty not a litde by attempting this. That 
man, (aid I, who is laden with the colliflowers 
and cabbages, is, no doubt, the fervant of fome* 
•picure, who had' rather gratify his belly than 
regale his nofe; while the young woman who. 
paces nimbly before him is, ten tooncythehand-^ 
maid of fome perfon who is to adorn her chim- 
ney and window-feats with the.rofesand-tulipsy, 
and other beautiful flowers, which zveio nicely 
depofited in little fragant bundles within her 
bafket. As I paiied on a £^w fteps farther, I 
few the moming market of vegetables novi^ 
B 6 almoli 
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almoft over, yet fufficient ftill remained t& 
attraS and amaie a ftranger. Trufty faid, that 
Googc*s Green could never grow one half of the 
vegetables, were It all laid but into garden- 
ground. It was beautiful to fee how bufy» 
a£Uve, and diligent every one was for the benefit 
of their refpedive families. But what chiefly 
pleafed itie was, the refle£li6n of feeing trade 
and pleafure thus apparently go hand in hand, 
juft as they fhould do, like two friends deter- 
mined to engage earneflly in each other's ihte-» 
reft. It was plain. how mutually London and 
the counti^ depended jin oiie another, and 
what a ftri(^ political as well as focial com* ' 
pad there was betwixt them. 

The felicity of a ramble in the metropolis Is, 
that a fpeculative man need never paufe for - 
ejitertainment, nor can he at any time complain 
that his amufement is too long Continued on the^^ 
fame fcale. New objeSs are every moment, 
from the dawn of the day to the clofe of the 
night, and even all nrgbt long, fhifting a moft 
interefting fucccifion before him ; and if be has 
capacity or penetration, he can never want' a 
proper variety, to give the edge to his re- 
fearches. . ■* 

We now propofed regaling ourfelves with a 
CofFee-houfe breakfaft ; and as Trufty was an 
old fervant and out of livery, permitted Tiini 
upon tbefc privileges, at my doufin's. earneft 

entreaty. 
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entreaty, to be of our party, rtfther zi a frfcndj 
and in this capacity he ihall continue in varipus 
other of our ambulations. 

A great number of people were at break/aft 
upon our entrance into this place* Without 
much attending to the hum of various, voices 
thataflailed my ears, I entertained my eyes with 
looking over a news-paper of the morning. 
What a hodge-podge was there ! what a farrago 
of broken Hmbs, robberies^, lottery-tickets, 
ladies luxuries, murders, deaths, births and 
marriages, higgledy-piggledy together ! At length 
hearing feveral voices diftinSly ifluing from the 
next box to that, in which we fat, I began to 
liften. The lovers of peace, and thp lovers of 
war— the lovers of money, and the lovers of 
politics, were all at it tooth and nail. With 
every fip of their tea. or coffee they Teemed to 
ftart, a new fubjeS. T*he Stock-jobber pretended 
to criticife the blunders of the Prime Minifter; 
the Citizen fufpended the fubjedk of cent, per 
cent, in order to have a blow at the Rebels, 
Ivhile a third forgot his calling, in order to have 
a blow at his Majefty. The K — , fays one, 
(familiarly ftriking his neighboui- on the 
ihoulder, and fquinting his eye) the K — is an 
ignoramus. That I deny, {aid his neighbour, 
he is a very accomplifbed, fenflble man, and 
I'm for the Houfe of Hanover. Here's a curfed 
war for .you, cries a fecond y commerce. Sir, 

if 
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^ at her taft gafp ; trade is in the agonies, 2trti 
if we continue ta play the cut-throats much 
longer, the duce a thing will London be good 
for. You know but little of the matter, an- 
fwers a third ; this American war is the hcttjoB 
that ever happened for this country j and long, 
very long, may it continue, fay L 

The jargon of this political debate was a lit- 
de fubfide*, when I obferved Trufty in con*- 
verfation with a thin fhabby-looking man in the 
next box but one, who afterwards (hook Trufty 
By the hand and difappearcd. 

Trufty toWmehehad defiredhim to lendhlrti 
a fhilKng, promifing to return again in fiv^ 
minutes, upon which promife the credulous 
Trufty, more kind than wife, put his hand into 
his pocket, and lent him tvuo (hillings^ You 
will not, I fuppofe, expeS that this hero ever 
made his fecond appearance while we ftaid at 
the cofFee-houfe, where nobody either knew 
him, OT ever remeriiber to have feen him before. 

The laugh was again* poor Trufty, who 
confoled himfelf by faying, if he met him, he 
would certainly have his money, or elfe he 
would thrafh the villain, unlefe, cried Trufty,. 
he can prove to me that he was very hungry; 
and in that cafe he would only give hint a filltp 
or two upon the car for telling a lye, and not 
affiing for charity, like an hoAcft man. 

Thi^ 
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This circumftance and our bre^kfaft over,, ^w^^ 
werejuft going out, and had- proceeded almoft 
us far as the door, when a tall man, with a 
teard perfciMy grey and fweeping his brcaft^ 
came into the room, with a little portable box o( 
fealing-wax in one hand, and fome cane-ftrings^ 
in the other. As I was not provided with wax, 
and knew what particular occafions I had for it,. 
1 took a couple of fticks from the Ifraelite, and 
-was about to pay for them» when my coufia 
hinted to me the prudence of trying one of thent 
firft, which I had no fooncr done, than Id if-^ 
covered it to be the vileft compofition that ever 
-was vended; and I almoft fpoiled my feal in 
making the impreiSon. Let this be a caution. 
to my countrymen and to my family, (hould it 
be any of their fates at any future opportunity 
to vifit this city. 

Things that are fold difproportionably cheap 
are feldom good for any thing. This Jew offered 
me his wax at three-pence a ftrck, when a cart- 
load of them was not worth three farthings. 

We now fet forward, refrefhed and able to gc^ 
through the future enterprifes of the day. No-^ 
thing very material happened till we came into 

St. J ame 8"^ Park. 

Which my curiofity^ aad: nxore Aan all^ 
Ttu&fs repeated totntatles, ind«ced me to 

itk0 
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take a vie^ of, the very fiifr^lay. It was a moft 
charming morning, and to fpeak poetically, ' 

*' Seem'd as if feftt t* invite the work! abroad.** 

Great expe£tatiQns are generally difappointed: 
futh Avas tbe cafe at prefent^ as to the pleafure 
I expe£ted from a furvey of this celebrated place j . 
and yet I faw it under every poiEble advantage ; 
for the trees, were in all the dignity of. their 
broadeft expanfion of leafj' and the breezes were 
juft enough {rolick&me to give them a rural 
motion. -. 

I have certainly feen much nobler ranges of 
trees, and of trees more majeftic in their nature. 
The celebrated walks of this Park are ihaded 
only by the common wych tree ^. and to a man 
accuftomed to groves of oak« -thefe are not at- 
tra£ling. I was extremely hurt— all, even all 
that was BritiOi about me was hurt, on feeing 
at the end of this extenfive Mall a (habby piece 
of ordinary brick building, -which ;s called, I 
£nd, 

Buckingham House. 

When my coufin told me this was the refidenc^ * 
of the Britifh King, I felt myfejf blufh either at 
his want of tafte, or want of loyalty in his people. 
Trufty burft out into a fit of laughter. TTi^f, faid 
I, is that the refidence of the Royal Family ? that * 
nutihell of a building, crammed as it is into i 
torner, croudedinto a nook, as if it was afraid 
of the company thatfrcquent the Park ? Where» 

coufin. 
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coufin, is the majeftic columns, the imperial 
front, the auguft difplay of kingly ardiitedure ? 
It Ipoks like Majcfty inJifgrace; or, rather, it 
looks as if the people of England were, enjoying 
the pomps of the fubjcft, while they thought^ 
• any thing good enough for their Sovereign. 

This unmajeftical hut denoted fuch apparent 
difrefpe^ in the fubje^^^ that I was naturally led 
to enquire into the London charafter of the 
owner of this petty manfion. Is he, amongft 
jrou Londoners, efteemed. af good Father ? 
faid I. ExcelUntj rejoined my coufm ; —a tender 
Hulband ? UnequalUd^ faid Mr. Smart;— a kind 
Majttrf Remarkably fo ;— a wife, politic, pru- 
dent,, able, and fagacious Prince? Is he all 
thefe too^ coufin ? faid L— •Hea\^en blefs us, re- 
joined Mr. Smart, how the Park begins to 
thicken fmce we have been criticifing the 
Palace ! ' 

The Lord have mercy upon us ! faid Trufty, 
fach a Palace, indeed! why I've feen a fet of 
ftables ♦ that ihall beat his Majefty's raanfion* 
houfe all to nothing. 

' By this time aftonifhingly refulgent was the 
confluence of carriages and company. The 
richnefs of the drcfles, the beauty of feveral of 
the figures, the luftrc of the fun, the verdure of 
the trees, feveral inftruments of fifes, drums, 
&c. that were pleafingly varfed in th^ tunes, 

* Let the reader call to miad thoie of the Duke of Bedford » 
at Wobura-Abbejt 

up 
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up and dotvrn tbe walki^ the gildings of tbe 
cbariotSy lUid the. general fatlsfai^ion that dlf^ 
fufed itfclf over every face, feemed to vie witi^ 
each otkp:. Amidft this agreeable rivalry^ 
this fplendid jealbufy, we were delighted fpec-» 
tators ; and that we^ mighj: iec the manners of 
the place, we fat ourfelves focially down upoi> 
one of the benches in the centre. My coufin^ 
promi&d to give me the fucciaft hiflx>ry of 
thofe be knevv, as they paiRd in review before- 
him; and, as kind luok would have it^ a great 
number of fuch 9s he bad cosiiiderable know-* 
ledge of were prefent^ 

That black, fhabby-coatecT character, faid he,, 
that you behold walkiiig ^itarily befide m, iricit 
the fnuff fbttled upoiv his bdfom, is wbaC they 
call a News-Dviri fee how flow and delilicrate 
be walks ! while hie wig is thrown half over hi^ 
face, for the benefit of his ears.' As foon as. 
lie finds a knot of people got together, yoiv 
fhall obfq.rve him ctrcle round thcm^ or waiic 
backwards and forwards within ear-fhot, iit 
order to regifter the minutes of their qpnver&- 
tion upon Kctle dirfy pieces of paper that is 
tucked in bis bofom^ or elfe you fliall obfervo 
him fidiowing a party of females that ta^k loud % 
and the next morning you fliaU perhaps read 
half a colimm of titdc-tsLttlciof that very fellow's 
Mng» Dringf iaid I^ my dear cou&i, and ai?d 
aur public news^papers d(m£i after that manner ? 
Oh, my friend, replied Mr. Smarts not m 

fiftieth 
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ibtietb p^ of the r^ader^ of a news'^paf^am 
fO^ceive how they are maj^ufa^uced* Yoi» 
g^demen, whe lead them in the country, u^ 
particular, have no notion what malicious crea* 
tiires are employed by, the Printers to collect, to^ 
^ake, to mend, .or to unmake paragraphs. That 
very ikeletan that haa juft pafled, (ball breakfaft,, 
for inflance^ upon the account jof a broken limb, 
iim% upon a deaths fup upon a marriage that 
never happened^ and ileep u^an a robbeiy thair 
iieyer w^ committed* Qh Lord F Sir^ Londoa> 
tfaftrai^e place, and you muft look with a 
keen c^e> and ftay in it a gfeat while, before 
yoi^ will be a mafter of half its expedients \ half 
theQiifts^Qf the indigent, or h^lf thela^inefies of 

a whole firing of charaders that I am acquainted 
with; fee, their eyes have caught neie, and they 
bow: that on the right-hand fide, the neareft 
to Trufty, is a Divine of the Church of Eng-** 
land, remarkable foe his eloquence upon the 
bAx^tdt of Charity; equally diftioguiflied ^or 
ikying much, and doing nothing; be bid0 hit- 
c^regation giv^^ but makes a rule never to 
^t with a penny himfelf. Nor is the man 
wkh the large wig (after the fafliion of tlve laft 
age) in the Ieaftbehind4iaiid with him, in point 
of morals : he is neither more nor lefs than a 
Scotch Judge, hut now retired (on account of 
bia infirmities) &osa ^ Bencbi After havings 

hanged,. 
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hanged, drawn a/id quartered for whim, caprici^ 
or rather than " cat his mutton cold," he is nbvr 
retired upon the comforts of a pehfion. He has ' 
been fiffpeaed. of making the law. yield more 
than once, to favour his mmoroui 'paflions j and . 
it is even v^hifpered that he oHce faved a note-' 
rious offender, for feoret fervic?5 granted by that 
offender's wife. Such, Mr. Randal, is the influ* 
cnce of certain favours. The mrddle-ageil 
man on the other fide^s a Phyfician, neat as im- . 
ported ; look how he fmells. to his cane, criti- 
cifes the tick of his watch, twitches^his encfrmous 
periwig, and looks, to (ife the language of 
Shakcfpeare, as who fliould fay, *' I am Sir 
Oracle ; and when I ope my lips, let no id^ 
bark I" I remember hfm, about fctir yearaagoy 
a very worthy, modeft, diffident, and Ikilful 
man, who ufed to walk on foot ; but fbfrr\ alas ! 
his virtues ftarved him ; he could not. Sir, get 
fait to his porridge. He laboured, ftudied, and 
footed it ih vain ; he fell ^ vi<£iim -to the obfcu- 
rity of his fituation, and all his ingenuity was 
under a cloud. Although he frequently foiight 
out the fick to relieve them, his benevoleace 
was rewarded only by the poor ; and he was iii 
too much poverty hfmfelf to be employed by the 
rich. At laft a relation luckfly died, ana be- 
queathed him a legacy of 50ol. with which he 
was advifed to fet up a chariot, add a founding 
j^llable to his ^ame, aflume an air of imports- 
* ahce^ 
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4nc«^ and fubftitutc paradcfof knowledge. * This 
did tHe bufinefs in a hurry, and be. has now a^ 

■ very fplendid fet of cuftomers and connections. 
It was now time for us, to go home to dinner; 

•and I employed the reft of the day in writing to 
iay good friends thisaccount; Farewell. 

.R03ERT kANPAL. 



* L E T T E R V. 

'Squire Randal to Charles Crony, Gent. 

Sfi^ Jir/l night* s ramble — Covent-garden charaSJer^ 
ixid* — * Ladies ofbve and momy defcrihed.'^Thi 
Red Ri£ng^habtt.—The Blue P oft s.—Stefy of 
' Sandy-haired Sally difplayhtg the fcience ofpimp^ 
ing and ■Ofllying'^Wiih the humoun of King^s 
Place. 

Dear Crqny, . 

I Have told my brothers and lifters what was 
donp ii) the day^ but I (hall tell onl)r fuch 
honeft fellows as you what hath beeiiidone in the , 
nights. You (hall be, as it were, my noSiurnal 
correfpondent ; and to you I mean, according 
to promife, to devote all thofe humorous de- 
icriptions, glowing fcenes, and warm views, 

that 
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that I m«y be a fpeflitor of, after the friendly 
curtain of the dark glares me up to fnugnefs and fe- 
curity, and obfervatlon. Several things well worth 
notice already have happened, I left Trufty to 
amufe himfelf as he thought proper, -while 
coufin Smart and I fet forjvard for the currotrs 
^crkicifin&that offered themfelves near the porticos 
of Covent-garden. 

When the town is thin, you muft know, 
Charles, and the people of gallantry are retired 
1 and fortunes in the coun- 
:ks of the winter) the ladies 
md tender feeUngs are com- 
liduous, and let n&art efcape 
ptivate the paflenger. Upon 
haiv« the eye 6f a halwk, , 
and the vigilance of » lynit. They know a 
countryman at a glance, and my couAn gave me 
partLcuhM- injundiions to keep near hiftl. Tlie 
piazsa reading to the Theatre feems to be a 
place of particular refort for thefe fair onet* 
Under ^ this fhelter they walk backwards and 
forwards in fearch of prey ; and there ar^ gene- 
rally three or four fellows that I find are their 
btillies. My coufin Smart is as knowing a 
youth in thefe matters ai any Tad in London. 1 
have been upon thetown^ you muft know,.(faid he)' 
I have been upon the town upwards of threa 
years ; and I know all the old faces, however /I^r- 
Ufhed or vamped. Let us take a turn quietly,; 

(as 
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|a$xWe ta^e lamps as poftble) and I wiA gfre 
you fome amufement. 

BiehoM (faid he, in continuation) that fine tall 
•elegant figure, <lofe bytlie door of the B-df-^d 
Cofiic-houfe 5 flic was not long ago the property 
of a field officer, retired to enjoy his lafs and hi» 
laurels 3 her btauty made her tenderly efleemed 
by the Colonel^ tiB about two months ago he 
came unawares^ into his Dcilcineff*s apartment, 
and found her in a fituation not to be defended ; 
trpoif which he made her a handfbme prefent, 
notwithftanding her infidelity, and (he is now ^ 
again a wanderer in the ftreets, where, indeed, 
ftich an i^conftant and ungratefal jade deferve« 
t^ be. Btit now, pray look at that nymph in 
ai» embroidered jacket, whe appears-v juft a« if ^ 
fte wascofAe off a journey, faidMr. Smart. 

Why, if fhe not juft been riding, then, faid* 
I? Riding f no, my dear Randal, replied my 
coufin^ I queftion whether (he was ever*©!! thfe ' 
baek. of » hoffi^flnce(he'was born^; but many ' 
of our town flirts choofe that drefs, pattly for dte 
fake of variety, partiy becaufe ik has an air of 
fi;igulari|:y; a)K( perhaps^ (biiietime9,.bQ€ftufethey 
tHkik. itgitet an ekgtnce ta tketc fhapes. This 
gixA h^d Jaever th^ htfrktoc be in the good graces 
e£ wy partkvltr porfon:; aad, indeed, hec na-> 
tural temper is fo inconftant, dtat (he profefts 
tah^e^.fecQBdrvifit from tkttiiincft man hreath- 
i^aa t^Qiiglb I think I bttvi&heanl it vidiifpersd, > 

tJu* 
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that (he has now her favourite m$Hj who, it 
fecmsj is a bailifPs follower. 

Obferve that proud, portly lady, who is now 
rallying with her arms a-kembo into the K — g's 
Arms Tavern (a noted receptacle for thefe 
Dulcineas.) That very woman was one of the 
moft celebrated ladies of her time; ihe is now, 
you, fee, prepofteroufly corpulent ; her name is 
B-^— y — d, at prefent an inhabitant of the Garden i 
but I remember fome two years ago when ihe 
kept her black footman, her pair of cream^ 
coloured horfes, and her gay gilt chariot. The 
young fellow who lives at the fugar-baker*s 
within two doors of my houfe in C—n-n-ftreet, 
had the honour to take a glafs of wine with her 
laft Sunday evening, and ihe told him the 
whole ftory of her being firft reduced to come 
on the town ; and a very curious hiftory it is, 
I can afTure you. If you have a mind to hear 
it, we will ftep into the Two Blue Pofts in the 
adjoining ftreet, and there we (hall be fnug as 
long as we pleafe. 

The Two Blue Posts 
is, my dear Crony, it feems, a noted hou(e of 
amufement ipr the middling fort of good-natured 
lafies, who take the walks betwixt Catherine<^ 
ftreet. Long-acre, and the other famous hun- 
dreds of old Drury. 

As foon as my coufin and I were commor* 
dioufly feated, he began thus to defcribe the - 
frivate^ and, as be fays, public adventures of 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Berrylawo, 

ARas Sandy-haired Sally. 

« WHEN this Sandy Sally, alias Mrs. Ber- 
ryland, was thirteen years old, Ihe fell a vidlim 
to the irreliftible attraftions of a link-boy, who, 
I fuppofe, won her eafy heart in the lighting of 
his lamp. This fond pair cohabited in the re- 
gion of St. Giles's, for the fpace of a whole year, 
during which time, finding the profits arifing 
from the linkinfufficient to fupport the naturally 
expenfivc and high-flown vanities of fiis lady, 
who refolved to flame more refplendently than 
the link itfelf, he was, in the furor of his paffion, 
reduced to other means of fupplying his exi- 
gehees. Thefe means were, to levy contribu- 
tions on the public, by gplng, when the fun 
was gone to bcdj upon his Majefty's highway, 
and infifting upon the watches, purfes, &c. of 
fuch as travelled at an unfeafonable hour. 

Very fliort, however, was his career: he 
blazed and went out. In other words, my 
friend, the indefatigable Sir John Fielding, 
the Juftice whom Providence has painted blind 
^perhaps in order to fupport his charafter) foon 
fet his myrmidons after our hero, and purfued 
him through^-alHiis mazes, till he was laid by 
the heels in Newgate; the building, of which you 
thb morning faw the remains. At the liext 
ie$ons he was committed for tranfportation* 
C Hi« 
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His difconfblate Sally paid him a yifit one erening 
in prifon; and there, after they had falutedeach 
other, Sally, faid he, look you here, my dear, 
his Majefty has made me a prefent of a new- 
faOiioned ftock, which, they tell me, will laft 
clean, without either wafliing or ironing, for 20 
years ; lookee, an't it a fine invention ? But the 
K«— always had a mechanical head, and I hope 
he'll get a patent for it. I think we'll call him 
the R-y-1 Stock-maker. This hardened fellow, 
however, (bed the real tears of afFe£tion for 
Sally when the hour of ieparation approached, 
and they parted like fond but unfortunate lovers. 
The veryfirft night afterwards, however, it be- 
came neceilary for her to feek a new mafter ; 
and as fhe was tripping by the doors of the 
Haymarket Theatre, one of thofe old 
commodes came to her, and chucking her kindly 
under the chin, invited her very charitably (after 
carrying her under the lamps to furvey her face^ 
bread, leg, foot, &c.) to go and take a bed at a 
houfe of her acquaintance, as the fong fays, 
«« And all for charity." 

This very acquaintance of her's was no other 
than the fa— or rather /nfamousMrs. M-tch-1^ 
in King's Place, who, finding her young, hand- 
fome, and not much handled^ nor evtr damaged^ 
thought fhe would be a fure fale for the/oreigh- 
ers, and fo gave the old convenient pimp five 
pieces for the purchafe. 

Sally 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



r r^ 3 

Sally was now in high life, and changed her 
name to Mrs. Berry land. Mother M-tch-I ob- 
ierved the maxim of the fifterhood, by getting 
the poor devil in debt, before (he fufFered any 
creature but her own Nuns to fee her ; and fo, 
with the joint affiftance of the mantua-maker, 
milliner, frifeur (who furnifhed her with about 
ten guineas worth of hair, &c. &c.) fhe was at 
laft equipped for the Flejh^markety now about 
the 15th year of her age. In the courfe of 
about two months, her ingenious patronefs put 
her ofF to fix different cuftomers as a virgin. 
Theffi cufiomers were all rich, fuperannuated, 
lecherous charafters, who paid Jiigh for the 
deceit, and were not able to deteft it. But now 
comes the very cream of her hiftory, pray 
obferve : 

M-tch-1 had engaged her to meet three 
young gentlemen on one evening, appointing 
the interviews at fuch hours as might not inter- 
fere with the recreations^ of either ; and, by this 
dexterity of arrangement, (he imagined the 
ivhole bufinefs of the night might be carried on 
without confufion. As the devil would have it, 
the impatience of their defires prompted two of 
them to come fooner than the hour agreed upon, 
and it happened that thdr coaches both flopped 
at the door, in the fame inftant. They were 
both rather too much mellowed by the funfhine 
•f the tavern, and eagerly defired to pluck the 
C 2 fruit 
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ftuit of pleafure and beauty; without a«y cere* 
mony, therefore, they went into the Abbefs's 
houfe, who had a furprifing prefence of mind 
upon all occaflons ; and therefore, without ex« 
preffing any fufpicious furprife, received her 
friends very compofedly, telling one of thetn 
(in a whifper) that his lady would be ready at 
the hour, and then whifpering the fanie fecret 
into the ear of the other. Our young high- 
mettled fparks, however, were not in a humour 
at prefent to be tampered with ; and (though 
they never dreamed that they were in fearch of 
the very fame objedl) they both fwore that the 
tvench was in the houfe. I'll lay a hundred 
guineas, faid one of them very loud, that Sal 
Berryland is now in the houfe, and I'll have her, 

d n my eyes, Sal Berryland ! faid the other, 

ftill louder; what the devil have you to do with 
her, Sir? fhe's my property to-night; and 

d^ m n feize me if the univerfal world 

ihall prevent my pofieffion of her. And what 
the devil (echoed a voice in a horrible tone from 
an adjoining parlour) what the devil have either 
of you to do with Sal Berryland ? Here the third 
gentleman opened the door, with the identical 
lafs, whom he had been regaling, under his arm, 
Sind drawing his fword, dcfircd to know who 
would pretend any fort of proprietorlhip in the 
company and perfon of that lady, till he had 
done wUh her ? This queftion produced as bcJd 

a reply; 
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arcf^y; and that reply occafioned fuch a re* 
joinder, as foon brought on a moil bloody and 
deftrudlive battle. The heroes had all a right 
to wear ftars upon their coats, and they all 
thought themfelvcs highly infuked. Inflamed 
by that opinion, the two that were bilked drew 
their weapons, and were proceeding to violence. 
In this fituation the artful matron fell upon her 
knees, made a fair confeffioa, and begged for- 
givetiefs. Our heroes feeing the real objefl: of 
all the mifchief, turned all theil* fury towards 
hery and inftead of cutting one another's throats, 
wreaked their vengeance upon— not the perfon, 
but the property of the matron. They there- 
fore exerted the full ftrength of their arms, and 
made a furious attack, fword in hand, upon the 
pier glaffes, moft luxurioufly ornamented ; they 
ftruck the pidures of the nuns, demolilhed the 
mahogany chairs, deftroyed the polifhed tables, 
and levelled every thing that was valuable or 
danjageable with the ground. In the midft of 
this confufion, the conquering hero, who had 
been happy with hisDulcinea, retreated quietly 
with the charmer, and left the other offended 
parties to fettle matters as they thought proper. 
With this youth, who, I do aflTure you, is a 
celebrated orator in the Houfe of C— m— s, fhe 
refided as his kept miftrefs for fome time, in all 
the voluptuoufnefs of her fituation. But fate 
feemed to have pre-determined her for a life of 
C 3 precarious 
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precarious dependence, and variety of adven- 
ture. She was one evening at thp tragedy of 
All for Lovcy when (he fell into company with a 
young fellow in the green boxes, who foon 
made terms of accommodation, and they both 
withdrew after the fecond aft to have five 
minutes friendly converfation at the Rofe Ta- 
vern in D — y-1 — e, leading into the Playhoufc. 
Here, after a play of a different nature, they re- 
turned, and were fo very cordial before the fall 
of the curtain, that (he was refolved to facrifice 
every thing to her new charmer, who afterwards 
proved to be no other than the late and famous 
SixUen-Jlringed 'Jack. 

Their connexion was foon difcovered by the 
noble keeper ; for the young highwayman pre- 
fented his doxy with a certain polite diftemper, 
which (he, with equal liberality, communicated 
to her friend, who, being by fuch means put 
upon his guard, watched the excurfions of the 
lady, and foon traced her to the very arms of 
the other hero. They were now obliged to live 
totally together; and that Jack might keep her 
with a fplendour that fhould rival even that of 
the Nobleman, he made more frequent vifits to 
the country, and by conftantly travelling with 
a charge, he met great fuccefs, and freely (hared 
his pious profits with her. He was, however, 
at laft compelled to follow the rigid-^commands 
of Mr. K«tch, and then his lady was ^gain 

adrift 
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adrift upon the -theatre of the world. After 
various (hifts and enterprises, {he is now, what 
y6u have juft feen her, a fat, unweildly piece 
of iniquity, and by no means to be recom- 
mended even in the way of her profeffion; for, 
dead to all the remains of delicacy, decency, or 
good faith of any kind, flie will pick your 
pocket even while you are embracing her ; and 
if you was to find her out, fbe would fmile in 
your face, turn the matter ofFwith afaucy laugh, 
and tell you fhe was only in jeft. 

Here my coufln finifhed his account of 
Sandy-haired Sally, and then we were gratified 
(as fpedlators) with fcenes fo truly nouvelU and 
burlefque, that they will certainly be highly 
entertaining to my dear Crony; but this mull be 
the fubje£t of another letter from your old 
companion. 

Bob Randal* 
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LETTER VI. 

Bob Randal to Charles Chont. 

The Ramble continued. 

HOW wonderfully the city differs from the 
country in refpeft to points of carnal 
amtrfemeht ! In our town, you know, my dear 
Crony, we are obliged to be as fecret as a tomb 
when we are inclined to have a bit of an in- 
trigue; but here, in this free place, the maflc 
is thrown off, and as foon as the lamps are 
lighted, the doors of thefe condefcending man« 
fions ftand invitingly open, and a broad paflage, 
with a luftre in the middle, feems to fay. Here, 
gentlemen, walk in, walk in j this is the way 
to love, luft, and luxury. The owners or pro- 
prietors of fuch houfes are fo far from bping in the 
leaft degree alhamed to fee you if you bring a 
female friend in your hand, that they welcome 
you inftantly, and condu^ you without any 
ceremony into a bedchamber; and then very 
civilly (hutting the door, leave you together. 

' ■ ' ' The 
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The woman that fat at the bar of the Blue 
Pofts was the moft porpoife-looking creature 
that ever had a cap on ; and fhe direftly afked 
us, upon my coufin's coming out of a little 
room, after he had finiflied his ftory, whether 
we wanted ladies, or a fingle bed for two gen- 
tlemen. She had no fooner faid this, than 
before we had time to reply, a couple of half- 
feas-over blades came ftaggering up to the bar, 
and demanded a brace of wenches j upon which 
the old fat lady rung the bell for a waiter, who 
was ordered to fetch, in a twinkle, a couple of 
nuns out of Hedge-lane, Bet Brazen and Char- 
lotte Cheap J and if they are in bed, order them 
to rife, becaufe the gentlemen are in a hurry. 
While we were amufmg ourfelves with thefe 
tranfadions, in came a party of nymphs with 
flaming top-knots, hats fct upright upon moun- 
tains of hair, painted cheeks, and bare bofoms* 
They were, however, every one of them pretty, 
plump, and well-made, and every thing that a 
man could defire,but chafte and well-mannered. 
Curfe you, you old Mother Barrowflefh, give 
us a quartern a-piece ; not a cull to be found to- 
night for love or motley. After they had toiled 
off the gin, th^^^licd out again into the ftreets 
in fearch of p'rily^ hoping, they faid, that when 
they next came in they" ihould every mother's 
child of them have a fpark in their hand. After 
thefe were gone, came infeveral fickly, languid- 
C 5 looking 
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looking creatures, with tawdry dreflcs, torn 
Ihoes, fecond-hand cloaks, and dirty caps. Thofe 
Were almoft pad the market ; and when they 
afked the landlady to truft them with flxpenny- 
worth, flie faid they fliould have made hay 
while the fun (hone, and then fwore that (he 
■j^ would not truft them a farthing. By this time 
^ the two lafles of obedience that were fent for, ar- 
rived at the word of command, and being (hewn 
to the young fellows who were waiting for 
them, inftantly claimed old acquaintancefhip, 
and placed themfelves lovingly by the fide of 
their heroes. 

Their familiarity, however, was even fiifix-' 
cient to difguft two drunken men ; for thefe 
girls, even before us, began to fondle, kifs, plaf 
/ivith bofoms, fing indecent catches, and pro- 
ceed to fuch facred matters^ as made their fparks 
defire them to be quiet. One of the young fel- 
lows, therefore, reels up to the Bar-woman, 
and in a furious tone demands to know how fhe 
bad the impudence to recommend two fuch im- 
modeft wretches to old cuftomers. Upon this 
the old lady begins to apologize, and fallying 
up to the girls began as follows : Come, ladies, 
it won't do, my friends don't like you j you 
are too blaftedj walk off, walk ofF-^and if old 
Sir Thomas Lecher or Jerry Lovedamn comes 
to-night, ril fend Wheezy for you again. 

As 
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As foon as. the nympbs were gone, the porter 
fet out A woman-hunting for the fecond time, 
and foon returned with a pair of fmart dames, 
indeed. My coufin happening, as ufual, to 
know them, took me to another end of the 
room, and gave thefe fketches of their (lories. 

Thatlafs, faid he, who looks fo demure and 
fhy, and pretends to hang down her head, and 
fix her eyes upon the ground, is at this ver^j^ 
time in keeping with an eminent hair-drefler a^ 
the other end of the town ; but as thefe kept 
girls are hardly ever conftant to their keepers, (be 
is no doubt come abroad in the hair-drefler's 
abfence, to fee whom and what (he can pick up 
by way of pocket-money, confidering what (he 
gets by the bye-blows as fo much neat ca(h* 
She is one of thofe who imagines (he finds it 
better anfwer her purpofe to keep the appear- 
ance of modefty, than to be downright impu- 
dent; and, for ought I know, (begets better 
cuftom by this afleSation than if (he was the 
very reverfc. Her name is Smith, and the hair- 
drefler allows her three guineas a week, befides^ 
paying for her lodgings. It is reported that he 
feduced her away from the arms of a certain 
Duke near Grofvenor-fquare, who was a cuf- 
tomer of the hair-dreiler's. What a prudlfh 
coynefs (he puts on ! haw (he pretends to (brink 
back from her fpark as he goes to falutf kerl 
C 6 Aye^' 
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Aye, aye, well faid, Lucy, thou art as bad as the 
worft of them, for all that. 

But who is the other nymph, eoufin Smart, 
faidi? 

That, replied my coufm, is the well-known 

Mifs Kitty L — ^ r. Her hiftory is too long 

to tell you at prefent ; for fee, here is more com- 
pany coming in, and it is now time to go home 
for the night. 

As we had fpent a great deal of time in ob-* 
fervingthe various and ftrange humours of the 
Blue Pods, the watchman was acquainting the 
town that it was 12 o'clock, as we were croffing 
Catherine-ftreet, that leads us into the Strand. 
There was not by any means, however, a fign 
of the hour in the ftreets, for the Strand 
thronged with females even yet; who were ei- 
ther pacing wretchedly up and down the pave- 
ment, or elfe (landing in noify quarrelfome cluf- 
ters at feveral of the doors'. A party of drunken 
blades were alfo indulging themfelv6s in retort- 
ing upon the poor creatures the moft difgufting 
language : two or three women were huddled in 
a darkifli entry, and were proceeding to ftrip a 
lad of about fourteen years of age, who had 
been on a meflage for his mafter ; and from this 
difaftcr we relieved him, even juft as they had 
got off his coat, waiftcoat, ftockings, and 
ftock* 

Here 
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Here and there, as we got farther into the 
town, we beheld two or three ftraggling 
wretches fleeping upon bulks ; other ill-looking 
people were flculkingjn different bye alleys, to 
fee if they could take advantage of the watch- 
man's drowiinefs or difiancc, to feize upon 
fome vagrant paflenger. After we had taken 
notice of thefe objefts, we made the beft of 
our way home ; and I was very glad to retire 
to a good bed, and forget for a few hours all 
the folly, madnefs, infatuation, and infamy, to 
which I had been a witnefs. 

I ihall refume the pen of friendfhip again 
very foon. 

Mean time I am, 

Dear Crony, 

Tour's, 

Bob Randai. 
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LETTER VIL 

John Trusty to bis Friend* 

Medley of humorous andjhrewd remaris uponNevu^ 
paperS'^BrldeweU"^ Bailiffs — Lawyers — Ex^-^ 
cutions-^Marriages — Divorces — ^uacks'^'Beg^ 
gars — Foote — Garrick — - Players — Singer v^^ 
Jugglers^ and Shew-men. 

Dear old Friend Frank, 

AS I walked up and down the flreets of thi» 
huge city, I took notice of a thoufand 
things which aftonifhed me, and fome which 
put me at my wit*s end, particularly the following 
points, which I Ihall deliver to you in my brief^ 
blunt, country-fafliioned manner of writing. 
My matter's coufin lives about fix or eight rod 
off what they call the Royal-Exchange, where^ 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, all the na- 
tions of the earth, as I may fay, gather together* 
Jews, Gentiles, Turks, and Saracens, as they 
call 'em, are all in a heap and a hubbub. At 
night I walked out, and die fine painted, drag- 
gle-tailed madams came up to my very door, 

and 
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i^ticl looked as. brazen at tnc as a Birmingham 
halfpenny. At the windows of the Coffee- 
houfes, as thejr call 'em, I faw young and old 
£pping of all manner of fippings, and reading 
all manner of news-papers ; for ought I know» 
all the news of the whole world is in every one 
#f thefe fame CofFee-houfes, and it comes pip« 
ing-hot and frefli every day, ready for pcojple 
to take with their bread and butter: your Lon- 
doners cannot br«akfaft without them, I'm told* 
In paffing through a number of the ftreets, and 
little fiiug pallages in particular, I faw women 
ftanding under a kind of fhed, with a kettle 
and tea-cups, and bread and butter, for folks to 
breakfaft in pubKc. To-morrow I am to fee a 
a man ftand in the pillory for taking another 
mail's hand in vain, without afking leave ; and 
this afternoon I am to have the pleafutreof fee- 
ing the young ladies beat hemp in the New 
Bridewell, which they fay is now quite full of 
the fineft women in all England. 

I faw, about ten minutes ago, one man run 
af(er another, and after he had caught him he 
fwore he would lock him up ; and I afterwards 
found this was a bailiff, who had caught a poor 
fellow of a debtor not worth a fhilling in the 
world. I went into Weftminfter-hall, and 
there I faw fuch a clutter of Counfellors and 
"Lawyers — juft dreft for all the world like fo 
many Parfons; and yet> for all their black 

di«fie9<» 
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dttfles, and white well-ft^ched bands, I doo^t 
hear that there's any fuch thing as religion or 
juftLce among 'em — then, fuch wigs ! Lord 
have mercy upon us — they're e\n almofl as long, 
as large, as lufly, and as curliHed, as the ladies 
hair. But of all the fights moft worthy note 
iincc I came to town, was what I have been at 
about twenty minutes ago : Ah, Frank, Frank- 
hanging, drowning, cutting throats, dying, 
damning, and every thing is going forward in this 
fame City of London : about twelve o'clock I 
beheld ashafidfdme, proper a man, as ever the 
fun flione on, dolefully taking hi^ laft airing in 
a fledge, only for making money, when nobody 
would give him any ready made ; this | cannot 
but account extremely hard. He was as fair- 
looking a youth as ever you ^eheld, as indeed 
you might fee by the cries, fighs, and fobbing^ 
as he flowly paced towards the fatal fpot, where, 
by the fame token, I loft my filk pocket-hand- 
kerchief that I had bought for fifter Alice but a^ 
jhour before. I ftood almoft under the gallows, 
and there fomc thief run away with my 
property. 

You can't conceive how confounded expen- 
five the folks are here.«^Why, would you be- 
lieve it) Frank ? a fellow will afk you for a fhil* 
ling— aye, and afk for it faucily too — if he goes 
with a letter of half an ounce weight about a 
couple of bi^ndrcd yards. I forgot to tell yeu, 

however. 
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however, that the young man that was hailged 
this morning died as penitent as a prieft; but 
as he took up a good deal of time to fay his* 
prayers, to fmg pfalms, and make his laft con- 
feffion, the folks began to be weary, and feveral 
of them went away damning him for living (o 
long, and fpoiling their dinners. But the befl 
of the joke was, the hawkers of ballads and 
bloody murders, &c. were running about round 
the very gallows, to fell his laft dying words^^ 
before he was turned ofF, and, indeed, before 
he had faid a fyllable* When the pickpockets, 
pimps, paribn, had all done their bufinefs, and 
vrhen Jack Ketch had broke the neck of bis 
argument J as I may fay, he proceeded to plunder 
the pockets of the criminal, and fairly fold the 
coat, waiftcoat and breeches of the dead man by 
au&ion ; taking care to fecure a pair of filver 
buckles, and the hat^ which had a gold binding, 
like our hunting gentry in the country. You 
would have been furprized to fee how all the 
<k>ors and windows leading to Tyburn were 
hung with faces, eyes, and nofes, to enjoy the 
glorious fight of a fellow- creature going to be. 
iWui^ by the neck. Many people who had a 
notion of ftaying to fee the end of it, had pro- 
dded themfelves with pockets full of neats- 
tongues, dices of ham, oranges, and what they 
here call poUniesy which are e*en almojl like our 
faufages or hogs puddings; and juft as the cart 
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was drawn away, and the man began to dangle 
like a joint of meat on a ftring, the folks began 
to eat and 0iout like furies^ and a general cry 
ran through the croud of " take care, gentle- 
men and ladies, of your pockets ; the hangman- 
day villains are at work — take care of your 
pockets," Upon our going away, the mob began 
to be quarrelfome ; and after that we were pelted 
with dead cats, rotten eggs, and all manner of 
vermin. 

Such, Frank, is the holiday manner in which 
your Cocknies amufe themfelves when as great 
a rogue as themfelves is going out of the 
world. 

In the progrefs I made through the town, I re- 
colleft many other ftrange matters. More than 
half the watchmen, whofebufinefs it is nightly 
to guard the City, are poor, decrepid, fuperan- 
nuated creatures, that are afraid to face a fly. 
I went to hear one of your great orators, as 
they call them, preach a funeral farment in the 
evening; and Mr. Smart's footman, who was. 
with me, begged me to fecure my pockets as I 
came out of church ; fo that I find thieves are as 
bufy here in their places of worjhipj as under- 
neath tYitir places of hanging 

There is nothing more common than for the 
fine folks of this town to marry on one month, 
and to part by mutual confent on the next fuc- 
i;ccding it. The news-prints tell us of half a 

dozen 
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dozen divorces every day. My friend, Mr. 
Smart's finart man, is a deep hand, and tells mt 
curious ftories about the tricks of the town. He 
fays that beggars here make great fortunes in a 
few years, and have fuch ftriA laws amongft 
themfelves, that they dare not go beyond their 
proper ^ands or begging-places : he (hewed me 
a very fine houfe belonging to one of thefe chaps, 
who had built it upon the very fpot where he 
ufed to aik alms for more than forty years, and 
now he keeps a coach, and is vifited by all the 
quality, and is, it feems, as fine a gentleman 
as the beft of them ; aye, and drefles as gay, and 
is kuified^ and powderified^ as e'er a monkey of them 
aU. 

A flranger's curiofity, Frank, is in this town 
taken captive^ as my matter calls it, every mo- 
ment. I have not half done my account* 

I have fc«n and heard a trial at the Old Bailey 
about a rape; and becaufe it was necellary to 
call every thing by its name, and much balderdajh 
was expeded, the place was more fuller of wo- 
men than it had ever been known for feveral 
feffions. With regard to Doctors, they are here 
as thick as hops, and they almofl all keep car- 
riages, particularly your Dog-do3ors, Corn* 
dodors, Bug-doftors, Teeth-doflors, Horfe- 
do&ors, and P — x-do£lors. 

The folks are all ftark mad after plays and 
lottery-tickets 3 and a ftage- player (ball, I am 

told 
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toM for certain, clear you no lefs than 30, 4O9 
or 50 guineas a week. There^s oneFoote gets 
that at leaft by making people laugh for a cou^ 
pie of hours thrice a week; and another chap 
called Garrick, who has retired with a better 
fortune than the King of England, and is, they 
fay, to be made a Parliament -man; and he has 
got his money chiefly by making folks cry. 
Here's a woman too, the papers fay, one Mrs. 
Bafterdigny, or fome fuch name, who comes all 
the way from Italy; and becaufe ihe can fing till 
yott can't hear her, and till (be fqueaks like a 
half-ftarved moufe behind an old wainfcot, puts 
into her pocket as much as fhe can hold in her 
double hand every night, for making a quaver* 
piece of work at the Pantheon, as they call it. 
Nay, to fay the truth, your London ftage-men 
and (hew-folks get rich here in a twinkle, tho* 
I*m told the folks who . find out new inventions 
for the good of Old England generally ftarve ia 
a garret, or elfe die in a prifon. Why, only to 
fee the whims and vagaries of this maggoty 
town — here's a parcel of people who get oceans 
of money by making a horfe write letters as well 
as a paribn, and by riding upon half adozea 
berfes at once, then tumbling to the ground, 
then getting up again, and all fuch fancies. 
And then, again, as to the Player-men, they are, 
I underftand, almoft always quarrelling among , 
tbemfelves, and think themielves of fuch confer 

quencc. 
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quence, that they publifb accounts of their 
knocking their nonfehfical noddles together, and 
tb exped atl the town to be witneflfes of their 
abfiirdity. I have a great deal more to fay on 
thefe fubjefts ; but as my mafter calls for his 
boots, in <)rder.to fet forth again ypon his 
frolick, I am obliged, as in duty bounds t9 
obey his orders, and to fubfcribe myfelf^ 

Dear Frank, 

Your humble fervant, 

John TRUsTYt 
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LETTER VIII. 

Bob Rakdal to bis Family. 

Tie * Squire gives a general account of the City of 
London mid its invironsj for the information of 
bis country friends^ being a fupplement to bis 
former letter on the marmers of the Citizens • 

Dear Relations, 

I Do not fee how I can render you more enter-, 
tainmcnt, or greater fervlcc, than by putting 
into order feveral fhort obfervations I have made 
in the courfe of my four days ramble (for this 
is my fifth morning) upon the buildings and 
beauties of London. As my former letter took 
fome notice of the manners of the people^ this 
fhall prefent you with fome fketches I have made 
in a hurry as to the beauty of the place i for, 
without buying feveral books, you will know 
little about it, and I can tell you all that is 
worth knowing in a iingle letter, without put* 
ting you to any expence but the poftage. 

I was juft about fetting pen to paper on this 
Aib]e<^> when my coufin told me that t might 
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fpare myfelf the pains of tafking mj memory 
upon this occafion, as be could fhew me a book 
where London and Wcftminfter were defer ibed 
better in four or fiue pages than in any other 
book he ever faw or heard of, in as many 
volumes. As I found, upon reading this de- 
fcription, that the author had adhered moft 
exadly to the truth, t fet myfelf about making 
a little abridgement of it in his own words, and 
herewith inclofe you fuch a fuccindi account 
as may be depended upon : 

** London has been. derived from the ancient 
name Londinium, which is, perhaps, entirely 
Latin, and its etymology cannot eafily be dif* 
covered. 

*' It is a city and county of itfclf, in Middlc- 
fex ; the fee of a Bifhop, and the capital of 
Great-Britain, and of all the Britifh dominions. 
It is the royal refidence, and is fituated moftly 
on the north bank of the river Thames 5 part 
of it, namely, the borough of Southwark, a de- 
pendency of the city of London, being in 
Surry, and on the fouth banks of the faid river. 
Within the city-walls and its ancient bars and 
gates, it takes in but a narrow compafs : but if, 
in the general acceptation of London, we take 
-in all that vaft mafs of buildings, reaching ftom 
Blackwall in the eaft, to Tothill-fields in the 
weft, from London-bridge or river fouth, to 
Iflington north, and from Peterborough- houfc 
QT\ the bank-fide at Weftminftcr to Cavcndifh- 
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ff utre, Jmd even to Marybone ; and all the new 
buildings by and beyond Grofvenor and Han- 
over fqiiares to the Brentford road one way, to 
the Adon road another; a prodigy all this, of 
fuch buildings as nothing in the world does or 
ever did furpafs, except it was old Rome in 
Trajan's time, when the walls of that city were 
faid to be fifty miles in circuit, and the number 
«f its inhabitants 6,8009000. 

*' The figure of London is very irregular, being, 
firetched out in building at the pleafure of every 
-undertaker, for convenicncy of trade, or other- 
wife : whereas Rome was round, with very few 
irregularities. Its form, however, including 
the city of Weftminfter and borough of South- 
wark, is nearly oblong, being a:bout five miles 
in length from weft to eaft, if meafured in a 
idire£l line from Hyde-park-corner to the end 
4>f Limebouie; and upwards of fix, if the 
ftreets be followed ; or from Limehoufe to the 
end of Tothill-ftreet in Weftminfter, kyen 
miles and a half. London, including the build- 
ings on both fides the water, is infome places 
three miles broad from fouth to north, as from 
St. George's in Southwark to Shoreditch in 
Middlefex; or two miles, as from Peterborough- 
houfe to Montague-houfe in Great Rullel- 
ftreet ; and in fome places not half a mile, as 
ill Wapping, and lefs in Rotherhithe. Several 
villages, formerly ftanding at a great diftance, 
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Jtt*C"now joined to the ftreets by continued build- 
ings-; and more are making haftc to meet in 
like manner, as at Deptford, Mington, Mile- 
End, and Newington-ButtSy in Surry. But 
the a£l of parliament obtained by the City of 
London in the feffion of 1760, for widening its 
paflages, pulKng down its •crowded gates, and 
laying it more open in many places, will pro- 
bably put a ftop to the rapid progrefs of build- 
ings in the extreme parts of the town ; fince 
the-city wHl be then as healthy to live in as any 
of the oiN&irts, and equally commodious ; and 
not bd fo lia];^k to fuch dreadful conflagrations 
as have happened within thefe few years, frorfi 
too much crowded buildings. 

^' Befides, Weftminflcr is in a Tair way to join 
hands with Chelfea, as St. Giles's is with 
-Marybone, and Great Raflel-ftreet, by Mon- 
tague-houfe, with Tottenham* court. The 
circuit of thiy large mafs, as taken colleftively, 
confifting oiT the cities of London and W^ft- 
minfter, and by a<Sual admeafurement in ftraight 
lines, may on tlie Middlefex and Southwark 
fides amount to. upwards of thirty-fix miles, ex- 
clufive of Greenwich, Chelfea, Knightlbridge, 
and Kenfington% 

The number of inhabitants have been vari- 

oufly gueffed at. Maitland in 1739 computes, 

that within the walls and bars of the city are 

725,903; but Sir William Petty, in his laft 

D computation. 



y Google 



I 50 3 

comptitation, fuppofed it to contain a mill lofl; 
though in this he takes in a greater compafs 
than Maitland. And in the large circuit above- 
fuentioned, fays the author of the Tour, it may 
be reafonably concluded there are about 
1,500,000 fouls. 

** This city is under excellent regulations^ 
particularly with regard to beggars, lights, pave- 
ments, &c. It is governed by a Lord-Mayor, 
twenty-five Aldermen, two Sheriffs, the Re- 
corder, and Common-Council ; their jurifdic- 
tlon being confined to the city and its liberties, 
as alfo to Southwark. They are confervators 
of the river Thames, from Stancs- bridge, in 
Surry and MiddLefex, to the river Medway, in 
K^nt; and fome fay up to Rochefter-bridge, 
The government of the out-parts Is by Juftice* 
and the Sheriffs of London, who are likewife 
Sheriffs of Middlcfex. The cityrifes gradually 
from the Thames bank, and ftands on a gentle 
eminence; but the fouth-eaft and fouth-weft 
parts of the town, particularly 4hat part of the 
fouth fide of the river, ftand low, and at fpring- 
tides are fubje£l to inundations, which have 
fometimes happened at Weftminfter-hall. The 
ftreets are generally level, and tlie principal ones 
open, and extremely well built ; the houfes be- 
ing generally of brick, and extending a con- 
fiderable length. Thefe zre chiefly inhabited 
by tradefmen, whofe houfes and ihops, make a 
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■imich "better appearance than commonly thofe 
^0 in any other city in Europe. Perfons of rank 
commonly refide in large elegant fquares, fome 
few houfes in which arc of hewn ftone, or 
plaifter in imitation of its and generally make 
« grand appearance. Ofthefe are great num- 
bers at the Weft end of the town, as alfo at 
St* Jameses palace, which, with other particu- 
lars, will more properly come under the divifion 

of WsSTMlNSTElt. 

<< What adds moft to the affluence and fplendor 
of this great city, is its commodious port, though 
near forty miles from the main fea; whither 
many thoufands ihips of burthen annually refort 
from all parts of the world : and thofe of mo- 
derate bulk can come as far as London-bridge ; 
while large barges and Weft-country boats can 
go through bridge, and a great diftance up the 
Thames, carrying goods of all kinds to and 
from the metropolis. 

'* London is reckoned to have two-thirds of 
the v^holc trade in England. The ftrength of 
this city, having no fort of fortifications, unlefs 
we reckon the Tower of London as its citadel, 
confifts in the number of its inhabitants, who 
are commonly computed to be one-feventh of 
all the people in England, and one-eighth of the 
whole in Great-Britain,-^— 'Here is one cathe- 
dral, two collegiate churches, three choirs of 
muAc, one hundred and forty*«fix parifiies, 
D 2 fcventy- 
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<cvcnty-four chapels for the eftablilhed church, 
iwo churches at Deptford, twenty-eight forcigi^ 
churches, befides Diflenters mceting-houfes of 
all perfuafions, nearly equal to the number of 
cflabliflied churches; fisveral Popifh chapels, 
three Jewilh fjnagogues, thirteen hofpitals, bc- 
lides a very large and magnificent one for all 
foundlings and expofed children, near Lamb's* 
conduit-fields, Red-lion-ftreet ; three colleges, 
twenty- feveo public prifons, eight public femi* 
naries or free-fchools, one hundred and thirty- 
one charity-fchooU in London and Weftminfter, 
and ten miles round ; fifteen markets for flelh, 
two for live cattle, two berb-^nurkcts, twenty- 
three other markets, ^fteen inns of court or 
chancery for the ftudy of the law, four fairs, 
twenty-feven fquares, befides tbofe within any 
fingle building, as the Tempfe, Somerfet-houfe^ 
&c. three public bridges, including the very 
ftately oneiit Weftminfter, and that built at 
Blackfriars ; a town-houfe or Guildhall, a 
Royal -Exchange, a Ctklom-houfef three artil- 
lery-grounds, four peft-houfes, two Bifhop's 
palaces, namely, London and Ely ; and three 
Royal palaces, St. James's, Somcrfet, and, the 
moft elegant of all, that part that remains iin* 
burnt of Whitehall. 

*« The ufual firing in this city, wood being 
fcarce and dear, and that mofUyufed by the 
l>akers, is pit-coal, brought from NewcaiUe 
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trpon Tyric, and the biftiopf Ic of Durham, wiffr 
fome Scotch coals; of all which, at leaff 
600,000 chaldrons, or 21,600,000 bufhels, arc 
annually confumed ; whence the tpwi> appears 
always at a diftance flirowded in fmoke. 

**.The town Is wel! fiipplied with water fromf 
fhe Thames, the New River brought from 
Ware in Hertfordfhire, anJ from Chclfear 
London annually confumes above 700,000 
flieep and Farabs, and 100,000 head of cattte,. 
befides a vaff number of hogs, pigs, poultryy 
of all kinds, &c. &c»— — In the ftrcets ply 
daily about 1000 hackney-coaches, beiides^ a- 
great number of fedan chairs. The penny-- 
poft, for carrying of letters, or fmall paper- 
parcelsy within the bills of mortality, or ten- 
miles round London every way, is a great con- 
vcniency. 

*' Here is a Royal Society founded by King; 
Charles IL who hold their meetings under a 
Prefident at their honfc in Crane-courtyJFleet- 
ftreet, where is an obfervatory, library, and 
mufeum: and in 1751 a Society of Antiquaries^ 
obtained a charter. 

" The public places for amufement are nu- 
merous J in fummer, Ranelagh, Vaiixhally and 
Marybone-gardens ; alfo St. Jameses and Hyde 
parks, with a great variety of others of lefs 
note; and in winter are plays, operas, balls,^ 
concertw&c. 

. D 3. •* London^- 
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«* London confiffs of 72 Companies, cacfc 
of which has a mafter and wardens^ or affift- 
ants, annually chofen. The city is divided into 
26 wards,, and over each prefides an Aldei:- 
man, who has his deputy: and out of the court 
of Aldermen is annually^ chofen a Lord-Mayor, 
who rcfides, during his mayoralty, in an ele- 
gant and fpacious ftrudure, finifhed in 1751, 
and calkdthe Manflon-houfe ; but its not hav- 
ing yet a fuiEcient opening round it, great part 
of its beauty is loft to the eye. 

•* London fends four member* ta parlia* 
ment ; it formerly was walled rounds and had 
(even gates by land^ namely, Ludgate, Aldgate^, 
Cripplegate, Newgate j Alderfgate, Moorgate, 
and Bi&opfgate, all which .were taken down in 
. Sept. 1760, except Nevy^ate.^ On the v/ater-- 
fide there were Dowgate and Billingfgate, long 
fince detholiflied, as well as the Poftern-gate, 
hear the Tbwer, and the greateft part of the 
walls. In the year 16.70 there was a gate 
eredled, called Temple-bar, which determines, 
the bounds of the city weftward. 

" London-bridge is a little farther to the 
weft, formerly greatly admired for having fine- 
houfes on each fide ; but they have been taken 
down to render the paflage more commodious ; 
and lately the middle arch was widened, and the^ 
whole bridge made beautiful. The ftone gate^ 
houfe,. which, commanded the 'palTJfee inta 
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London from Surry and Kent, buift near tBre 
entrance of the bridge, is alfo taken down. 
Greiham-college, in Bifliopfgatc ward, is lately 
taken down, and the Excife Office removed 
there to an elegant building erefted for that pur- 
pofe ; and apartments are fitted up over the Ex- 
change for the Grefham committee, where, 
there are profeflbrs, with falaries, appointed ta 
read leSures in the different faculties : it formerly 
had a fine library, and was the mufeum of the* 
Rc^al Sbcic|ty. — The Bank of England begait 
to be erefled in 173^; and m 1735, about a 
year after it was finiflied, a marble ftatue of 
William III. was fet up in the hall ; to which 
building there have been confiderable additions^ 
fince. — The Royal-Exchange, in Cornhill, is^ 
generally allowed to be the fineft ftrufture of 
the kind in the world. It wasfirft built by Sir 
Thomas Grefliam, in the years 1566 and 1567,. 
but being burnt down in 1666, it was rebuilt in' 
a nobler manner with Portland ftone ; it was- 
finifhed in 1669, and coft 66,oool. The qua-- 
drangle within is 144 feet long, and 117 broad;, 
and there are piazzas on the oi:tfide of the wallsy 
and over them are 24 niches, 18 of which are^ 
filled with the ftatues of the Kings and Queens 
of England. In the middle of the area is the* 
ftatue of Charles IL in a Roman habit. — The 
tower and turret of the lanthorn is 178 feet 
high. In the place where Stoclcs- market was 
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held is the Manfion-houfc, for the Lord Maj«>r 
to refide ii^; the iird ftone of which wa's laid in 
0(5l. 1739: it is a noble and magnificent ftruc- 
ture> but too heavy and too large for the ufe 
for which it was defigned. — Bow church is ad- 
nxired for the beauty of its fleeple^ and that of 
Walbroolc^ behliid the Manfion-.houfe, forlt& 
curious archite£lure. — G^iiidhall, in Cheapflde, 
is the town- houfe of the city^and the great hall 
is 15} feet long, 50 broad,, and 58 high, and 
will hold near 7000 people. Befides the ti^a 
giants^ it i^ embellifhed with the pictures- of 
Edward the Confefibr, King William, Queen 
Mary, Queen Anne, George I, and II, and- 
Quecn Caroline, and of his prefent Majefty and: 
his Queen. — Blackwell-hall, in Baffifhaw- 
ward, is famous for beipg the greatcft mart^fer 
woollen eloih in the world.: — Sion-college ftands 
by London- wall, and has a library appropri- 
ated to the ufe of the London clergy j and under 
jt there is an alms-houfe^ confifting often poor 
men and- as many women, each, of whom are 
allowed fix pounds a year.- — The General Poft- 
office, in LombardTftreet, is a large commodioMS 
place — ^Bedlam, in Mporfields, is a fpacious 
mad-houfe,. and handfome building; the two 
figures at the entrance, in allufion .to the iin- 
Ivappy objects confined in this place, and done 
by Mr. Kyber,, a German, and father of the 
kte Colley Gibber, poet-iaureat, are very wjell. 
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worth feeing. — St. Bride's, near Flcct-ditclit 
has an elegant fteeple. 

" St. Paul's cathedral is allowed to Be the 
fineft Proteftant church in the world, and was 
built after a model done by Sir Chriftopher 
IVren. 

** In Warwick-lane is the Phyficians college,- 
where two of the fellows meet twice in a wcek>. 
to give medicines to the poor gratis 5 the ftruc- 
ture 18^ very fine, but it is in a manner hid. 
Surgeons-hall is in the Old-Bailey, and is built 
in the modern tafte, fince the Surgeons company 
feparated from that of the Barbers. Chrift's- 
hofpital was formerly a houfe of the Grey Friars, 
and was founded by Edward VI. for the enter- 
tainment and education of the poor children of 
citizens of botl^fexes: a mathematical fchool 
was founded here in 1673, and a writing-fchool 
in 1694; and the charity has been otherwife 
increafed by a great many noble benefaflions, 
Doftors-Commons is not farfrom St. Paul's, and 
is a fpacious commodious i^rv^ure, with feve- 
rs handfome courts^ where the Judges of Ad- 
miralty, Court of Delegates, Court of Arches, 
&c. meet. Near it is the Heralds Collegc,».to 
M^hich belong, three Kings at Armsy^ namely, , 
Garter^ Clarencieux, and Norroy^ with flx^ 
Heralds, four Purfaivants, and eight Pro<Sk6rs., 
It is a fpacious building, with convenient apart<^ 
ments, and a good library relatixi|[to heraldry;. 
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knd the coats of irms are kept here of all t^e fami- 
lies of note in England. Near Temple-bar are the 
Inner and Middle Temples, which are both 
inns of court, for the ftudy of the law. The 
Temple church was founded at firft by the . 
Knights Templars, in 1 185 ; and it is now one 
of the moft beautiful Gothic ftruftures in Eng- 
land. There are twelve other inns of court, 
which it would be much too long to dwell 
upon. The Seifibns-houfe, in the Old-Bailey, 
where they hear and' determine criminal caufes^ 
eight times a year,^ has lately been rebuilt, on- 
a noble plan. Fleet-prifon is by Fleet-market ; 
and Bridewell by Fleet-bridge, which is an hof- 
pital, andahoufeof corrcftion. St. Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital is near Weft-Smithfield, and' 
contiguous to Chrift's hofpital, and it is defign- 
cd for the relief of the fick and lame: the build-^ 
iogs have been greatly, enlarged of late* 

•* .SoXjTHWark, in Surry, being only 
parted from London by^ its bridge, fcems but a^ 
ftiburb of that great city ; yet it contains fix 
pariflies, and for its extent, number of people,, 
trade. Wealth, Hofpitals, alms-houfes,' and- 
charity-ftho^ls, &c. Is inferior to few cities in* 
England. It is memioned in hiftoty, in the- 
year 1053, ^^^ "^^^^ ^ dfftinft corporation, go- 
verned l)y Its own BaihKF, till 1327, when a: 
^ant was maffc iof it to the city of London^ 
* wbofr 
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whofe Mayor was to be its Bailiff, and to go- 
vern it by his deputy. Sonvc time after this, the 
inhabitants recovered their former privileges ; 
but in the reign of Edward VI. the crown 
granted it to the city of London for 647I. as. id. 
and, in confideration of a farther fum of 500 
marks paid to the crown by the city, it wasr- 
annexed to the faid city; and by virtue of the 
faid grant continues fubjeft to its Lord-Mayor,, 
who has under him a (leward a^nd bailiff; and 
it is governed byone of its 26 Aldermen, by 
the name of Bridge IVithout. The military go- 
vernment is by the Lord-Lieutenant of the*^ 
county, and eleven Deputy Lieutenants, who- 
have -under thenpi a regiment of fix companies,., 
of 150 men'e»i:b. Its markets are on Mondays,- 
Wedncfdays, and Fridays, and all plentifully 
fiirniflied with all manner of provifions. It is 
divided jinto two parts, viz. the Borough Liw 
bcrty, and the Clink or Manpr of Southwark, 
The firft belongs tothejurifdi£)aon of the Lord- - 
Mayor of London, who by his fteward holds a 
court of record every Monday at St. Marga- 
ret's- hill, for all debts^ damages, and trefpaffesy. 
within his limits 5 to wlvich court ; belong three , 
attornies, who are admitted by bis^ftejvard,-. 
T;hcre arc alfo three cotirMciets held inithie^Borj 
rough forits\three naa4K)r8,' jvi:fc*.th^Grieat^i*:i 
bcrty, the Guildhall,- and the IJ.ing's MftOOtVi 
wherein, befi^les the other builnefsr^ufua^l^atiUtrh^, 
D 6 eourtsy. 
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courts, arc chofcn the conftables, aTe-conners,* 
and flefh-taflcrs. The Clink is under the« JH- 
rifdidHon of the Bifbop of Winchcfter, who, 
befides a court-leet, keeps a court of record 
(on the Bank-fide, near St. Saviour's church) 
by his fleward and bailiff, for pleas of debt, 
damages, and trefpafles. There is a Compter 
for the imprifonment of offfcnders in the baili- 
wick, and another for the Cttnk Liberty. Be- 
fides thcfe, there is the Marfhalfea-prifon, which 
is the county gaol for felons, andthe admiralty 
gaol for pirates. Here is a Court, which was 
firft erefted for the trial of caufes between 
the King's domeftic or menial fervants, of 
which the Knight- ma rflial h preftdent, and bis 
fteward judge ; to whom belong fe»rcounfelfars 
and ftx attornies ; and the court is held every 
FrWay by him, or his deputy,. for debt, damages, 
and trefpafles, in caufes for ten miles round 
Whitehall, excepting London* |iere is alfo 
the King's-Bench prifon, the rules- of which 
are of a conftderable extend and the allowance . 
fomewhat better than ihat of the common 
prifons ; for which reafons many debtors remove 
themfelves hither by Habeas Corpus. It is pro- 
perly a place of confin^mesK in all cafes triable 
in the KingVBencK* Const. Here was formerly 
that called Sulibik-Houiey a palace bvilt by the 
Dukeof SuSblk^iiuhe reign of Henry VflLwiiere 
was aft«r wards a mint for the coinage of oioney, 
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which confifts of fevetal ftreets, whofe hihabitants' 
fdrn^fly dsumed a privilege of protection fnom 
arrefts for debc> which has fince been fupprefleit 
by the legiflature, who have lately paflfed an ad 
for eftablifliing a court of confcience here as 
well as in London^ Weftminfter, and the Tower- 
HamletS) &c. for the better recovery of fmall 
debts.. The Bifhop&of Wincheftcr had formerJy 
a.palace here, with a park (the fame that is now 
called Southwark park}, which is fince con- 
verted into warehoufe$ and tenements, held by 
leafe from the Biihops of that fee. In the times, 
of Popery, here were no lefs than eighteen 
houfes on theBank^fide, licenfed by theBifliops 
of Winchefter (under certain regulations con- 
firmed by Parliament) to keep whores, w^o 
were, therefore, commonly called Winchefter 
Geefe. Here are two hofpitals, viz. St. Tho- 
mas's, and Guy's, the nobleft endowment, of 
the kind perhaps in England. We have nat 
room for particulars, for which we muft refer 
to Maitland's Hiftory of London, Weftminfter, 
amh Southwark ; yet muft obferve, that the 
founder of the latter waa Thomas- Guy, a book- 
feller of London,, but a native of Soutbwask, 
who, by printing and> binding bibles, discount- 
ing failors tickets, and by South-Sea ftock^. had 
ama(&d a vaft eftate, out of which, at hisr death ^ 
in 1724, he left about 200,000! . to^finiih atid> 
endow this hofpital, befides 150,000 1« in other .^ 
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Tegicies and diftributioiw. Though it Is faid to 
be for incurables, i. $. for fudi as are turned 
out of other hoipitals for any ailments that ar« 
incurable (except lunacy) it is not fo ; for the 
founder, by his will, veiled his executors with a 
power of continuing the patients or difcharging 
them ; and he ufed to fay, he would not have 
his ho^tal made an alms-houfe. Dr. Gibfon 
mentions a very particular grant here of St.- 
Mary-Overy's church to the churchwarclens for 
ever,, with the ^hes to provide two chaplains 
at their pletifiire^ who are neither prefented, nor 
induced \ wherein it differs from all other 
churches in England. In St. George's Fields, 
which have of late years been greatly improved, j 
there are ereAed foveral public buildings, viz. 
tke King's^Bench prifon, the new Magdalen- 
houfe, &c. and in the centre of the crofs-roads 
is a noble ftone obelifk, furrounded witlv^ 
lamp$% 

** Westminstbr, which has for fo many^ 
years been the feat of our Monarchs, of our 
fcaw-Tribunals,.and of the High^Court of Par- 
liament ; whicUboaftsof a kiagnificeot abbey ^. 
where moftof our Sovereigns have bad their 
fteptres and lepulchres ; a hall, the moft fpa-*^ 
cious in Europe, if not in the world, without 
one pillar to fupport it; of an illuftrious fchool^ 
which has produced men of the gr^ateilleamingr- 

an fit- 
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9n6i the highcft rank, both in church and ftate i 
of a bridge, 'whicby for its ftrength,. elegan#e^. 
and grandeur, has not its equal; of noble 
fi|uare&,. and fine flreets of grand buiMings^ 
many of them refembling palaces : a place of fo 
much note and dignity merits a much more am- 
ple defcription than vriH be expeded in this 
work; fo diat we can only mention fome 
few particulars. lii 1541, Henry VIII. «pon 
the fwrender of WiHiam Benfon, the laft Abbot, 
made it a fee of a Bifhbp^ with a Dean* and 
twelve Prebendaries, and appointed the vrhote 
county of Middfefex (except Fulham, betong- 
ihg to the biftioprick of London) for itsttiocefe. 
By this means Weftminfter became a city, as 
all towns do upon their being conftituted the 
fees of Bifliops ; and, according toXord Chief-* 
Juftice Coke, nothing 'clfe -is required %% make 
them fuch: but, as Wcftmin^r never had 
more than one Bifhop, viz. Thomae Thurleby,.. 
becaufe this bl&opric was foon after diilolved 
by Edward VI. it couW no longer be properly^ 
called a city, though by the public complain 
fance it has retained that name ever fince ; but 
in a£b*of parliament it is filled the city or bo- 
rough of WeftmfctfteTi 

" In the parilhof Se. WTarfiH-fein olftBuil*- 
ihg, called St. James's Houfe, to which ihef' 
Court rcfmoved upon the bitrniftg of Whiteh^l; 
i» 1697 s and it has c^mimied tb bd«t)ie re* 

iidence 
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ildence of our Kings ever fince. An hofpital^ 
fpunded by the citizens of London before the 
Conqueft, for fourteen leprous maids, formeriy 
flood on this fpot ; and from this hofpital the 
palace, which was built by King Henry VIIL 
foon after the general diflblution, derived its 
name. It is an irregular hiiilding, of a mean- 
appearance fiom without, ^but it contains many 
beautiful and magnificent apartments. The^ 
chapel of the hofpital was converted to the ufe 
of the Royal Family, as it remains to. this day,, 
and is^ a royal peculiar exempted from all epi- 
fcopal jurifiUAion. The fervice of the chapel is 
like that in cathedrals; and for that end there 
belongs to it a Dean, a Lord-almoner, a Sub- 
dean, forty-eight Chaplains, who prea^h^in their, 
turns before the Royal Family, twelve gentk- 
men of the chapel, twoorganifts, ten children,- 
a ferjeant, a yeoman,, a groom of the vcftry,.and . 
a. bell-ringer* 

«* Near Exeter Exchange is an ancient build- 
ing, called the 5avoy^ from Peter Earl of Savoy: 
and Richmond, who fuft erected a houfe here in 
124.5. This houfe afterwards came into the 
pofleffion of the Friara of Montjoy, of whonv. 
Queen Eleanor, wife of K4ng Henry IIL pur- 
chafed it for her foti, Henry Duke of Lancafler. 
The Duke aiierwards enlarged? and beautified it 
at.a» tmmenfe expcnce; and in the reign of 
Edward IIL this was reckoned one of the fmeft 

palaces 
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palaces in England; but in 1381, it was burnt 
to- the ground, with all its Armptuous furniture, 
by the Kentifh rebels, under Wat Tyler. 
Henry VII. began to rebuild it in its prefent 
form, for an hofpital for the reception of an 
hundred diftreffed objefla j but the hofpital wa^ 
fupprefTed by Edward VI. who granted its furni- 
ture, together with 700I. a year of its revenues^ 
to thebofpitals of Chrift's church,. St. Thomas, 
and Bridewell. The Savoy has ever fince be- 
longed to the crown^ and confifts of a large 
edifice, built with. free*ftone and flint, in which 
detachments of the King's guards lie, where 
they have a prifon for the confinement of de- 
ferters and other ofenders, and lodgings for re- 
cruits. A part of the Savoy wa» allotted by 
King Wi-lUam III. to* the French refugees, who 
have ftill a chapel here, which was the ancient 
chapel or church of the hofpital. 

•' But of all the public ftruftures that engage 
ike attention of the curious, the Britiih Mufeum 
is the greatefl. It was formerly called Mofita- 
gye-houfe, becaufe the noble family of that 
mme buUt it for their town refidence. It was^ 
purchafed by money granted by Parliament 
1753, and dcfigned not only as a library for 
gentlemen to ftudy in, but alfo as a place for the 
reception ef natural and artificial curiofities,^ ta 
he fhewn to every perfon gratis, according toa. 
fettled form of prefcribed rule^ 

« AU 
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•• All the books belonging to the Kings of 
England, from Henry VII. to the death of his 
late Majefty, are depofited here, together with 
all the manufcripts collected by Sir Robert and 
Sir John Cotton. All the curiofities of the late 
Sir Hans Sloane are alfo here ; and the whole 
valuable colJedion of manufcripts belonging to 
the late Earl of Oxford. 

*' Many other benefaftions have been fince 
added to this valuable library; particularly by 
Mr. Wortley Montague, and the Honourable 
Mr. Hamilton, late Envoy at Naples. Dr.^ 
Gifford, one of the late officers, alfo made 
this public foundation a prefent of a fine fet of 
paintings by Vandyke, prefervcd in the greateft 
perfedlion; and one copy of every book entered 
in the hall of the Company of Stationers is al- 
ways fent here, as it was formerly to his MajeP- 
ty's library at Weflmtnfter. 

*' The Mufeum is under the dire(dion of 41 
truflees, 21 of whom are appointed to 2&itis 
eonfequence of their being great officers of flate* 
Two are chofen as defcendants of the Cotton's^ 
two for Sloane^s collefiion, and two for the 
Harleian manufcripts, bcfides fifteen elefted for 
the others. A committee of three, at leafl:, is 
beld every other Friday, and a general meeting 
once a quarter ; but no perfon can be admitted 
into any office in the houfe, extept by a war- 
rant figncd by the Archbiihop of Canterbury, 

the 
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tfte Lord Chancellor^ and the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons. 

*^ The domcflic officers of the houfe are, a 
principal librarian, to whom all the others are 
fubjed; the keeper of the natural curiefities, 
andhis.deputy; ^ keeper of the printed books, 
and his deputy r d&e keeper of the antiquities, 
and his deputy ; the keeper of the reading room ; 
the meSenger, and his deputy; with the porter 
and houfekeeper, under which there are feverat 
women fervants^ ta do the neceflary bufinefs of 
the houfe. 

«« As this fbundation is^ altogether for the ufe 
ofthepuWk, ahd the only one in London free 
for their reception, without any expence, we- 
fhall next lay before our readers the form of 
admiffion. 

" Thofewhocome to fee thecuriofities, are- 
obliged to give in theii^ names to the porter, 
who enters them in a book, which is given to 
the principal librarian, who ftrikes them off, 
and orders the tickets to be given in the follow- 
ing manner :— During the months of May, 
June, July, and Auguft, forty-five are admitted" 
on Tuefdays, Wednefdays, and Thurfdays, viz* 
fifteen at nine in the forenoon, fifteen at eleven,, 
and fifteen at one in the afternoon. On Mon- 
days and Fridays, fifteen are admitted at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and fifteen at fix. The 
other eight months in the year, forty-five arc 
admitted in. three different companies, on Mon- 
days* 
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days, Tuefdays, Wcdnddays, Thurfdays, aii<f 
Fridays, at nine, eleven, and one o'clock. 
Thofe wbodefire to walk in the gardens are ad- 
mitted by tickets, which laft one year, with^ 
this difference, that they are all dated from the* 
firft of January, although the perfon ihould not 
apply for them till September* 

" This b certainly one of the moft valuable 
inftitutions for promoting literary knowledge in- 
t)M univerfe, and the vaft number of valuable 
mamifcrfpts has already thrown great light on* 
the hiftory of England. But when we confidei 
the vaft number of idle people, who come to 4 
view the curiofitie8» and who by their ignoranoe 
can never reliih. their beauties, we cannot help 
applying to it the following words of the Poet : . 

«' *Tis ftrange the mifcr fliould his cares employ 
To gain thofe riches he can neV enjoy : 
Js itlefs ib-^ge th^ prodigal fliould wade 
His wealth, to purchaic what he ne'er can tafte ? 
Not /or himfelf he Cets, or hears, or eats ; 
Artifts muft chufe him maflers, mufic, meats. 
He buys for Topham drawings and defigns. 
For Pembroke ftatues, and for Curio coins ; 
Old Monktfh manufcripts for Heame alone» 
And bo«ks for Mfad, and rarities for Sloane. 
Think yoa thcfe things are for himfelf? no more 
Than his fine wife (my lord) or finer whore^" 

Pofe/s Efifik to fJ!^e Earl ofBvKhivGTON^ 

^ There- 
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^ There arc but few people, even in this age, 
who can relifli all, or even an^ of the beauties of 
thaie curiofities in the Britifh Mufeum. Idle 
. girls, or, which is ftill worfe, idle men and wo- 
men, may go there and admire, for a few 
fninutes, the colour of a fnake, or the enormous 
jaws of a crocodile ! but they will return neither 
wifer nor better; the image will foon be effaced 
from their aojnds, their underftandings being as 
much 4ai1cened as their memories are unre* 
$:ntive. 

« With refpeato the houfeitfelf, it is one 
of the largeft in or near London, and dificrent 
from Powis-houfe, its near neighbom'; the 
back is fuitable to the front. It has this addi- 
tional advantage, that the gardens behind, al- 
though not laid out widi tafte or elegance, yet 
have fomething in them extremely agreeable. 
The architeAure ofthehoufe is extremely noble 
and ipadous, although too much In the Dutch 
tafte, lieing heavy and diiagreeablei but were it 
ever fe beautiful, the whole is Ihut up in the 
front (torn public view, by a heavy dead brick 
wall. Were it laid open to public view, with a 
fine iron rail placed before it, many people 
Might refort to fee its outfide from motives of 
curiefity ; whereas at prefent it appears as a pri- 
iba before, and a palace behind." 

LETTER 
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LETTER IX, 

Tbi 'Sq^ui R E u his Family. 

j! groupi 9f Gambkrs'^Tbe ^ Squire* s refleSfiom-^ 

Thejlory of feverul RakeSy Bloods j and Blaik- 

JegSj well known upon the town — Furious night 

fcenes emd midnight enterprizes at both ends ^ 

the town, 

T Laft night took a peep at a * 

•*■ Gaming-House. 

and I believe I^all aflonifli youj good, boneft, 
plaiiv-dealitig country-folks, when I come to 
Ihew off fome of the charaflers, fchemes, and 
pra^ices of this infernal place, which, without 
any mote previous and unnecefTary ceremonies, 
I fiiall proceed to do, promifing, as before, ^o 
confine myfelf to fzSts. 

Mr. Smart took me (as I had complied fuffi- 
ciently with the ridiculous cuftoms of the town, 
by dreffing like a monkey) into a very genteel 
bottfe of gambling, fituated in the polite part of 

the 
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Ac town.— Wc went into a very fpacioust 
fplendid, and well-lighted room. It was almoft 
iUlcd with well-drcffed people, all men, and 
about eight parties were feated at card-tables ; 
others were rattling the dice, and every one 
feemed intent upon cheating one another. How 
vigilant was every eye ? how bufy was every 
hand in this glorious bufinefs ? As I walked to 
and fro in die room, my coufm addrefied me in 
a £bft, under voice to the following effect : The 
place, faid he, wher€ you are now in, contains 
at this very moment as ftrange a medley of be* 
ings as ever were crouded together in one room. 
at one time. Here the Duke and the Highway- 
man, his Lordfhip and his Jockeyfbip, Princes 
of the Blood and Shoemakers in embroidery, 
meet together to deceive and to be deceived^ to 
Win and to iofe, to laugh and to be Jaughed 
at. 

A gaming-houfe, my dear CQufin, is like the 
grave, which confounds all ranks, and reduces 
all to a level. Villainy, fcoundrelifm, knavery, 
and cunning, provided they have the honours in 
their hands^ ihall infift upon their lead, though 
all the ftars and garters of the realm were to 
ftare them in the face:. See how they all mix 
together — no difference, no fubordinatiofl, no 
diftindions ! 

When my coufm had ended his remarks, I 
i^alked nearer to the taWes, and made my own 
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^fervations on the curioas amafements before 
me. The firft thing I took notice of Was^ that 
therp was no fuch thing as friendflrip or fenfi- 
•bility ever admitted into a gamWing-room, after 
the firft Jhuffle ;. «nd that all which -gives beauty 
cr elegance to a man's ch^t^rafter, was immcdi>- 
ately cut clean out of the queftion. So far 
othcrwife,. indeed, that whenever one man 
^«ry«/ fortune, another ^Zj^rfhcrj and whenever 
one perfon flapt Us forehead in defpair, another 
was always fure.to look as if he laughed in his 
ileeve, I foon faw that thefe fine folks affem- 
bled upon the laudable principle of ftripping 
each other as nearly naked aa poifible ; and that, 
emphatically fpeaking, the beft blood fucker 
was the hero ^of the evening, and ftrutted off ia 
high triumph. You would never have forgot,* 
my good friends, if you had been, as I have, a 
afpeftator of this fcene. As foon as the cards 
are dealt round, every body takes them up trem^ 
blingly, and every body is in agitation before 
half the game is up. This damns -r that thanks 
God— this gnaws his lips — that fcratches his 
heid— one flaps his hand upon the table, and 
fwears he xstamboozkd — another vows 'tis all 
fair play. Never did I, fince I came into the world, 
behold fuch ridiculous turnings and twiftings. 
One man broke a chair in fidgeting up and down j 
another, in the diftraSion pf bis difappointment, 
feiz«6 the cards in a fury, and with many horrible 
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eaths and imprecations, tears them into twenty 
pieces, bites them with his teeth, and even ftamps 
upon every one like a mad-man. 

Would you believe it ? I aftually faw a young 
fellow of high fpirit pledge, after he had loft all 
his money, firft his watch — next his fet flioe- 
buckles, and then he fairly flript off his fine 
fpangled waiftcoat ; with all which the winner 
walked off as coolly as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 

I find, my friends, that a gaming-houfe is a 
receptacle for all that is infamous, noify, non- 
fenfical, and abandoned. 

Mr. Smart, who, as I faid before, makes it 
his bufinefs to know every body, and every 
body's bufinefs, thus run ofFthe characters of 
feme of the moft notorious amongft them, as 
foon as we left the room. 

That fellow who won all the ftakes from 
the ftripling that pawned his watch and waift- 
coat, is no other than the favourite or flafh 

man of the noted Mother H ; and the 

poor youth himfelf is the younger fon of the Earl 
of S— , member for L . 

He was going to particularize their ftories, 
when at the corner of the Haymarket a groupe of 
obftreperous charaSers came clattering along, 
and began as follows : D — n my eyes. Jack, 
we (hall be locked out; my old b — h of a 
mother will not let me in, and I fuppofe you 
E will 
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will meet the fame fort of treatment from your 
old fcoundrel of a father; and therefore let us 
fcowcr the ftreets, break the lamps, knock at 
the doors, beat the watchmen, and when we 
are tired with thefe joyous frolics, let us take a 
nap in a night-houfe. With all my heart, faid 
his companion ; and all the reft teftificd their 
per/e£l approbation, by a general huzza. 

S:ruck at the novelty of this ridiculous propo- 
fal, I whifpered coufm Smart, that I had a 
ftrange kind of curiofity to fee what thefe wan- 
ton youths would do, and how they would put 
in pra£tice their defigns. My coufin good- 
naturedly agreed to indulge my fancy, and we 
followed our fparks at a proper diftance, /. e, juft 
within ear {hot. 

Theyfteered their courfe towards the Strand, 
where, as they walked or rather daggered along 
deliberately, I had full opportunity to fee all that 
could alarm or amaze a ftranger. Our young 
gentlemen abufed, laughed at, and joked upon 
everything before them; they flopped the night 
coaches as they rolled along, and damn'd the 
people that occupied them for {laying out at fuch 
unfeafonable hours. But I foon found it v^ould 
be in vain to follow thefe heroes ; for the juice of 
the grape began to operate, and they became 
too noify and vehement to be entertaining, and 
we therefore left them : but that f might not 
lofc mypropofed pleafure of gratifying my 

wi{he$ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 15 J 

wiflies to know the ways of the metropolis 
after 12 o'clock, my coulin defcribed every 
thing that was worth obfervation as we went 
along. 

Look, faid he, at that ill-natured watchman 
driving away yon poor flaunting half-ftarved 
female, not fuffering her to walk along the 
ftreets any longer, in fearch of that fupper or 
bed, which, perhaps, even the ofFer of all that 
fhould be moil precious to a woman cannot 
procure her: butobferve, there is a half-drunken 
tradefman reeling along alone — (he runs to him 
—invites him — pulls him by the arm; ihe fol- 
lows him, keeps hold of his coat, and uflng all 
the arguments which neccflity and afFeded 
wantonnefs can fuggeft, (he prevails, and they 
walk off lovingly together. But hark, faid my 
coufin, what a ftrange complaining voice comes 
from the opening of this little dirty alley !— " I 
tell you, Betty, you (hould not have kept me 
fo long ; I fhould have been at home and a-bed 
two hours ago:— my wife, you know, is as 
jealous as the devil, and fhe will lead me fuch 
a life, when I go home, that unlefs I perjure 
myfclf, by taking an oath upon the bible that I 
have not (haken hands with any woman upon 
earth but herfelf, (he will never believe me, ami 
perhaps make the curtains fly about my ears 
for this fortnight : unlefs, added tlie voice, I 
can get into my houfe flily, and put the clock 
£ 2 within 
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Within a minute of eleven. To that it may 
ftrike juft as I open the chamber-door,- and by 
fuch means d^cetve her, God knows^ what will 
become of me; — fo give me a bufs, and let me 
be gone. I'll come, however, again torgiorrow 
afte;* 'Change time, and then I'll bring the ear- 
rings, if I can get them out of my wife's 
drawers ; and then^ you know, I fhallturn the 
tables upon her, atid fcold her; for when you 
have got them, I'll fwcarfte has panned them 
at the gaming-table, or fold them for fome gal- 
lant—Ha ! ha! ha! 

Here we f^iw the old fellow, for fuch a one 
he appeared to be, come hobbling out of the 
alley, and take his way toward the Manfion- 
houfe. 

Frefli fcenes rofe immediately before us.— 
Heavens I faid my coufm, if that chap who is 
led along by the young man with a lanthorn, 
is not the conftable of our parifti. How he 
ftaggers ! and inftead of performing his office 
as a peace-maker, you will find him a peace- 
breiaker. Let him pafs by us ; fee, fee that lit- 
tle hufley that fleals on tip-toe behind him ; (he 
is going to pick the conftable's pocket, and that 
lad who leads him goes fnacks, ten to one, in the 
booty, and fufFers her, you obfefve, to proceed 
without taking notice. But what, faid I, 
coufm, is the occafion of that coach's going 
along lb flowly with the blinds up ? it feems to 

be- 
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be heavy laden ; there's two people on the box, 
and they feem to be quarrelling. 

Let us liften to their converfation, faid my 
coufin. We did fo, and to my utter amaze* 
ment heard the following dialogue : 

Fir/i Coachman* 

What do you mean by that, you puppy ? did 
not the houfebreaker fay we were to bring 
away the things all at once? and what the 
devil are you afraid of? we are not anfwer- 
able for the robbery. 

Second Coachman. 

But we arc adding and buttings George ; and 
if thi^ fhould ever peach, the receiver, you 
know, is as bad as the thief. 

Firji Coachman, 
You are a fool, I tell you ; a'n't we going to 
take them quite to the other end of Billingf- 
gate, to Tim. Sly the pawnbroker, who lives 
by thefe fort of goods ? and a'n't all the marks 
to be taken out of the linen, and a'n't the filver 
to be melted, and the cloaths to be (hipped ofF 
direftly ? and more than that,, a'r/t we to meet 
Mr. Picklock and Mr. Splitbar at the broker's, 
who will pay us well for our fare ; and after 
that what a plague have we to do with the 
matter ? 

E 3 Second 
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Second Coachman* 

Now, I think we ought, as honeft men, to 
fet ofF with the booty, and put it a-board fliip, 
and not run any hazards. 

Firft Coachman. 
With all my fouL 

Second Coachman. 
Done — 'tis the beft way, I'm certain.— 

They now turned their coach, and drove 
back, and I ran after them, refolved to bring 
them to punifhment, as robbers; but Mr, 
Smart caught hold of my hand, and told me, 
that I might depend upon it they would contrive 
to hang me for my honefty, and make me an 
accomplice — Nay, for ought I know, faid my 
coufin, they will make a merit of keeping you 
and taking you before a Juftice as the thief, 
and 'tis fifty to one, if the Juftices are not in 
the fecret, or they have generally a fellow feel- 
ing; and, in that cafe, they will facrifice you 
to the fccurity of themfelves and their gang. 

This induced me to defift, and I walked on 
in our way from Temple-bar to the Manfion- 
houfe. My coufm made me follow him through 
a dark paflage, till we came into a fort of cellar, 
jvhich difplayed agroupeof frefli charafters, ia- 

veloped 
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vclopcd HI fmoke, punch, bottles, glafles, and 
dice-boxes ; fo that we had now got into a city 
gaming-cellar ; for I find all the vices of the 
age are praftifed as flagrantly on one fide 
Temple-bar as on the other, with this differ- 
ence only, that which in the idle part of the 
town is done barefacedly, is, in the bufy part, 
done under the rofe, in holes and corners. 
The clock went one about five minutes after 
vfz had got into the gaming-cellar, and the 
fcene before me was mod truly picSurefque and 
furprifing. Till I came into London, I find, I 
knew nothing of mankind, at leaft of the dark 
and ficious fide of it. Though the cellar was 
mean in its appearance, when we come to com- 
pare it with the fplendid gaming-houfes at the 
other end of the town ; yet my coufin, who has 
the moft univerfal acquaintance, foon informed 
me the cellar was frequented by gamblers of 
the greateft confequence : For inftance, faid 
he, come, fit upon the bench in the corner, 
and I will convince you of the truth of my afler- 
tron in a moment; the parties are too much en- 
gaged to attend our whifpers. Sit down, there- 
fore, and mark me. Did you ever fee fo 
wretched a fpeftre as that perfon in a Ihabby 
fcarlet fuit of cloaths, and tawdry gilt buttons, 
whofe eyes are funk in his head, and whofe 
complexion is both fallow and foddened ? His 
hands are fo thin that you may fee through 
E 4 them 5 
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them ; and the knuckle-bones arc flartingthro* 
thefkin: he has brought bimfelf to the fha- 
dow you now obfer^^e, in the fhort fpace of a 
couple of years : he was heir to a very decent 
fortune, and the darling of a father and mother 
who doated upon him with the moft parental 
fondnefs : but the fafliionable vices of the age, 
and* the mifchiefs of lafcivious company, made 
him foon turn the carelefs ear to their advice, 
and, after robbing his family by breaking open 
a drawer in which was a large purfe of guineas, 
he ran away from them and commenced buck. . 
He very foort came into the fociety of bubblers, 
bilkers, jilts, and (harpers. 

His iWihcr broke his heart in confequence of 
Young lyjjin'ard's difo^edience, and, notwith- 
ftanding that difobedience, he made a will in 
Edward's favour, and left him his whole pro- 
perty. No fooner did this prodigal fon come 
into pofleffion, than he wasflufhed withprofpe- 
rity, turned giddy with good fortune, and ruflied 
into all poffible fcenes of modern -^iflipation. 
His old companions faw hispromifing fituation, 
and laid their heads together in order to make 
their market : every tempting bait was accord- 
ingly-thrown in his way, and both fexes were 
complotting how they might difpofe of Edward's 
new acquifitionsk 

In purfuancc of thefc ftratagems, -meflages 
and letters, full of fugared civility and polite- 

nefs. 
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nefs, were every tporning poured in upon him, 
and he conf&dered this rather as incenfe to his 
merit, than his money. Like Lord Timon, in 
Shakefpeare, he received, courted, crammed, 
and trufted every body ; and in the end had a 
violent paffion for thundering the backgammon- 
table, rolling the dice-boxes, and cutting the 
cards : but, although he wanted not inclina- 
tion and ardour, he wanted fkill. What was 
the confequence ? Why, the confequence, 
coufin, was what might be expecSedj he fell a 
• viftim to cheats, fharpers, and proftitutes, all 
of whom were conftantly at his elbows till they 
had pocketed his laft guinea, and ftrippc^ bim of 
his very furniture and wardrobe. But even this 
hath not taught hitn wifdom: aboufti month 
ago an old aunt left him 20 1. per annum^ and, I 
am told, he has fold that at half price to the ad- 
vertifing money- brokers, and is, moft likely, at 
this very minute fporting with the purchafe- 
money. He owes, however, part of his mis- 
fortunes to bad connexions with women of the 
town, who have flattered hi^ vanity, and fleeced 
him without any mercy. I never pafs along 
the ftreets of this town, coufin, but I call to 
mind thofe admirable verfes of the agreeable 
poet Mr. John Gay, upon thefubjeft: tliey 
run, to the beft of my recolledion, thus. Ht 
.is defcribing the common ftreet-walker. 

Es «Ohl 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 82 3 

** Oh ! may thy virtue guard thee thro' the road? 
Of Drury's mazy courts, and dark abodes ; 
The harlots* guilty paths, who nightly ftand. 
Where Catharine- ftreet defcends into the Strand. . 
Say, vagrant mufe, their wiles and fubtle arts. 
To lure the ftrangers' unfufpefting hearts ; 
So (hall our youth on healthful finews tread. 
And city checks grow warm with rural red, 
'Tis fhe who nightly llrollswith faun t'ring pace ; 
Nollubborn flays her yield ingfhape embrace; 
Beneath the lamp her tawdry ribbons glare. 
The new-fcovver'd manteau, and the llattern air; 
High-draggled petticoats her travels fhow. 
And hollow cheeks with artful blufties glow f 
With flatt'iing founds fhe foothes the credulous ear, 
•* My noble captain ! charmer 1 love ! my dear!" 
In riding-hood, near tavern- door fhe plies, 
Or muffled pinners hide her livid eyes. 
With empty band-box fhe delights to range-. 
And feigns a diftant errand from the 'Change ; 
Nay, fhe will oft the Quaker's hood, prophane,. 
And trudge demure the round of Drury-lane: 
She darts from farfhet ambufh wily leers. 
Twitches thy fieeve, or, with familiar airs. 
Her fan will pat thy cheek. Thefe fnares difdain> 
l^or gaze behind thee when fhe turns again." 

Gay's Art of Walking Lcmdon Streets. 

Such is, alas ! but too true a piflure of our 
town mifTes, who have perhaps brought half 
the people you fee here in this room to the gam- 
ing-houfe — aye, and to the gallows too, coufin 

Smart, 
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Smart, fa'cl I. — The following lines defcribe 
them, I think, full as well, and as truly, as thofe 
you have quoted ; and I found them in a new 
book lately come down to our country club : I 
liked them fo well that I got "them by heart : 

*' A (hameful fet, incapable of thought ! 

Their wanton paflions ne'er could touch my heart ; 

For all was loofenefs, infamy, and art : 

No modeft maxims fuited to improve. 

No foft fenfations of a ch after love. 

No gen'rous profpeft of a foul refin'd. 

No worthy lefTons of a noble mind. 

E'er touch'd their bofoms, harden'd to their ftatc ; 

Charm'd at their arts, and glorying at their fate : 

Some ftroke of folly is their conftant theme. 

The dreadful oath, the blafphemy extreme, 

Th' afiedled laugh, the rude retorted lye, 

Th* indecent quellion, and the bold reply. 

E'en in their drefs their bus'nefs one may trace. 

For broad is ftamp'd the harlot on each face. 

C*er ev'ry part the fhameful trade we fpy, 

Theilep audacious, and the rolling eye; 

The fmile infidious, the look obfcene, 

The air enticing, and the mincing mein." 

Liberal Opinions, Vol. II. 

By the time my coufin and I had recited thefe 
}H>etical paflages for our mutual entertainment, 
the gamblers called for a frelh bowl of punch,> 
and rattled the dice with as much vigour as if 
they were but juft fet down to it. And now the 
.£ d tricks 
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tricks of the trade became again in full difplay. 
The fharperwas endeavouring tocheatthe bubble, 
and the bubble the (harper ; to win, was the di- 
verfian, as to lofe, was the defpair. When they 
once more, therefore, fct in for it, Mr. Smart 
purfued his account of their charaSers. 

That old man who fhakes as if he were pa- 
ralytic, is an overgrown mifer, whofe avarice 
at play is (hewn by his always rifing after he has 
loft fuch a ftipulated fum, though, if he is in 
the winning way, he will fit up, notwithftand- 
ing his age, for a couple of nights. Yon glit- 
tering blade^ in the cut velvet and embroidered 
waiftcoat, with flafliy Brandenburghsj is one of 
your would-be wits, and yet never faid or did a 
witty thing in his life, unlefs it be wit to laugh 
loud, drink hard, bilk his whore, beat the 
watch, *' bully the judice, and bam the con- 
Oable." But pray, turn your eye to that large 
prepofterous-fized man, juft picking up the 
cards. Did you ever fee a more inanimate 
figure? With what a felf- importance he throws 
down the cards, and feems to take no fort of 
notice of his partner ! He is worth 700 1. per 
annum^ enjoys at this time a place in the Cuf- 
tom-houfe, has the ear of the firft people, is 
honoured by the moft elegant connexions, and 
has a private landed property of a thoufand 
pounds yearly. Perhaps you will ftart, when I 
tell you be is the moft filly, nonfenfical, and 

moft 
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moft lafcivious aid fcoiindrcl in this metropolis* 
He is incapable of bufinefs in the day, and 
^equally unable to enjoy the. voluptuous attempts 
of^his no6lurnal revels : he has been known, 
neverthelefs, to have pofleffion of fome of the 
fineft women in England, and, indeed, can al- 
moft command any thing, though he is good 
for nothing. 

I was. going to €xprefs my furprize at thefe 
paradoxes, when my coufin went on in this 
manner : 

The name of the man I have juft been fpeak- 

ing about is the well-known Stephen P , 

of Crutched Friars, an eminent African mer- 
chant. He gets acquainted with, all thofe poor 
gamblers who have pretty wives, on purpofe 
that he may make fuch ofFers as, in exigent cir- 
cumftances, where there is no fixed principle of 
honour, are fcarce to be refifted. But how do 
you think he got his place in the Cuftoms? 
even, my dear Randal, by — as it is r^ported-^ 
the proftitution of his own beautiful wife. But 
come, coufm, they begin to be riotous j let us 
leave them. 

We left the gaming-houfe, and went home 
to our own houfe, where, after all the fatigues 
of the day, we retired to our bedchambers, and, 
as we did not Jhare^ though We beheld their vices, 
we flept found and peaceably. It is high time 
to put an end to my letter. I ^am your*s, 

Robert Raniml. 
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LETTER X. 

Bob Randal to his Brothers. 

The ^Squire makes general obfervaticns on the town^ 
men of bujinefs^ men of pleafure^ and people who 
live by their wits. — The city of London^ emd all 
its various arts^ tricks ^ and trades epitomized; 
particularly Mafquerades-^TheatreS'^Garrick's 
Patent — !^uackery. 

Dear Brothers,. 

THOUGH I have been here but a few days, 
I have made the beft of my time ; and 
though I am but a poor writer, I am a fellow of 
excellent memory, and never forget what I fee : 
and, between you and I, it requires no bad me- 
mory to keep in mind the Turpi ifing Angularities, 
oddities, iniquities, windings and turnings of 
this unweildy town. London is, indeed, to fay 
the truth, a univerfe in iti'elf ; it is, as it were,, 
a place which receives good and bad, rich and 
poor, handfome and homely of both fexes, from 

all 
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all the different quarters of the habitable globe. 
Thoufands flock to this city when they can flay 
no where elfe ; they come upon different pur- 
fuits, cither to lofe money or to get it, to 
ramble about for pleafure, to riot in debauch- 
ery amongft whores and gamblers, or to engage 
in fuch employments as may promote their in- 
tereft. It does not afk for any great genius to 
obferve, that the city of London is more full of 
fcramblers, cheats, villains, and impoftors, than 
any other in Europe. It is from morning to 
night upon the clatter; and thofe that get no- 
thing are, I think, more noify than thofe wfio 
do nothing but get, Wherefocver we look—* 
whether we examine the eaft ward or the weft- 
ward part of it — whether we penetrate into the 
tricks of the court or the city, it is eafy to fee 
that thofe very people who afFe6l to be working 
for the good of the public, and in order to be- 
nefit the community, are only labouring tooth 
and nail to gratify their own private* wiflies, and 
make hypocrify put on the fair appearances of 
virtue and honefty. Deceit,, my good friends, 
is here triumphant ; we may fee it in the glare 
of their equipages^ in the apparatus of the fu- 
nerals, in the innumerable pomps and vanities 
of their public fliews and' gewgaws ; and I am 
told, many of thofe who have ambition enough 
to roll in their chariots (behind which is ftuck 
a powdered puppy of a footman) are fecretly 

tortured 
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tortured by the afflidions of a poverty that h 
deftitute of a fingle dinner, and rather than re- 
trench, they would give food to their fervants 
and horfes, though tbty went without any, or 
fpunged, under the air of a friendly call, upon 
their acquaintance themfeives. 

With regard to women of ill fame, they arc 
now blufhlefs enougfi to walk up and down the 
open ftreets at noon-day: betwixt St. Paul's 
Church-yard and Black -friars, there are a groupe 
of tawdry unhappy girls, known by their bold 
looks and an indecent liberty in their drefles, 
pacing upon and down in fearch of the unwary 
paffenger, upon whofe indifcretion very likely 
depends their dinner ; and fuch is their hard 
fate, that they are in this manner obliged to 
eat the bread of proftitution throughout the 
year, not only in the fummer, but amidft all 
the inclemencies of the winter j and, to fay the 
truth, a young man ought to be well eftablifhed 
in his good principles not to fall a martyr cither 
to the enticements of their trade, the pleadings 
of their neceflity, or the expofure of their 
charms ; for, alas, fome pf them carry the re* 
mains of beauty in difgulfe, and female elegance 
in ruins. 

Whenever any of you, my dear fitters, 
are tcxnpttd to come to the metropolis, be furc 
you never venture to walk either in the Strand, 
on Ludgatc-hill,or cveft in Cheapfide, but more 

efpecially 
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efpccially in the neighbourhuod of Covent- 
garden, without either your brothers, or fomc 
other of your friends that are pre- acquainted 
with all the tricks and turnings of the town. ?• 

There is, as my coufm tells me, nothing, 
more fafliionable or more pernicious in this city 
than that diverfion which has obtained the 
name of Mafquerade, the rage for which is now 
fo exceflive, that there has been one even in the . 
heat of thefummer feafon, no longer ago than 
laft night. Mr. Smart prevailed with me to be 
prcfent at it, and fo far was it froip affording 
amufement adequate to the expences, that I 
would not fee another though I were to be paid 
by the hour for the exercife of my patience, and 
thelofsof my time. 

This diverfion is excellently calculated to 
catch the lazy, the'frolickfome, and the foolifli* 
Lazinefs and luxury prefide over every part of 
it; and there is not, I believe, an entertain- 
ment in the whole world fo every way adapted 
to the deftruftion of fimplicity, and female 
youth. 

We had not been a moment in the room be- 
fore we were encompafled by fuch a tribe of 
motley, whimfical mortals, as at the fame time 
perplexed and attracted curiofity. The parade, 
the pomp, the glitter, and the gaiety that was 
to be feen on all fides, made me think that all 
the butterflies .and coxcombs of the whole globe 

were 
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were aflembled by general confent to ota-foolj 
Sindto otit'^utter one SLnothtr,^ I took hold of 
my coufin's arm, and paced thro' the rooms. In 
thfe courfe of thefe rambles I had an opportunity 
to particularize the mlfcellany of fantaftic folks 
which were gathered together iti the name of 
abfurdity. The ftrangeft. collejaion of mafques, 
drefTes, theatrical caft-ofF traios, tragedy robes, 
comedy caricaturas, exhibited themfelves, that 
ever was imagined. In ihort, every charafter 
but a man's own, was aflumed upon this occafionr 
On one hand might be feen a fellow aping roy- 
alty, as aukwardly majeftical as could be wifhed : 
on the other, a nobleman was as bunglingly 
imitating the roughnefs of the clown. Here I 
beheld the charadler of a devil, there of a faint : 
here a ghoft, and there the fubftancc of a Sir 
John Falftaff : on this fide a miller, on that a 
chimney-fweeper. Theamufements are as va- 
riegated as the dreffes and habits. In one room 
you may obfervc a large groupe of gamblers, 
another difplays parties engaged in the dance ; 
avarice and amour mark thefe two apartments : 
the rattlers of the dice, and the cutters of. the 
cards, are intent upon cheating one way, while 
thofe frolickfome youths v/ho cut and caper ano- 
ther way, are intent upon robberies of a ten- 
derer kind. There are various little withdraw- 
ing rooms into whidh the amorous of both fexes, 

« When 
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** When mufic foftens, and when dancing 
« fires,'* 
retire to do fuch deeds 

- *' As day's aftiam'd to look on." 
And it would fliock any of my dear fifters to 
behold the lafcivious attitudes, indecent pof- 
tures, enticing ogles, and immodeft languifli- 
ings, which are here indulged without any cen- 
fure, and, indeed, without departing from tlw 
voluptuous licence of their adopted charadlers. 

Nor are thefe medleys of amufement more 
produftive of unlawful love than immoderate 
(though fly) drinking; for there is another 
room devoted to the difplay of wines, fpirits, 
cordials, fweetmeats, &c. and thefe arc pKed 
hard, by a troop of middle-aged gentlewomen, 
who vifit thefe coftly places on purpofe to eat 
and drink double the price of their tickets. 
After love aflignations, dancing, and other 
jump-about nonfenfes are over, the company 
retire to a fpacious fupper-room, to partake the 
dainties of a fplendid collation. Notwithftand- 
ing which, it is not eafy for a man of any mo- 
deily to get a fingle flice of any thing. The 
great number of cormorant citizens, and harpy - 
like harlots, as well as glutton aldermen and 
greedy fpoufes, feize upon all that is delicate or 
in feafon, in a moment. It was near fix o'clock 
in the morning when, in the difguft of my 
heart, I left this harlequin diverfion, where, in 

the 
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the courfe of the night, I have too much 
reafon.to believe much mifchief was perpe- 
trated, and many vices indulged to a moft 
ihameful excefs. Nor can I take leave of the 
fubjeSty without afluring my fifters, that if ever 
they venture to (hare fuch a piece of mummery 
unattended by fuch as will flick to them the 
whole evening, it is ten to one but they will 
repent their raflinefs when it is too late, and 
wifli, in the mifery of their difappointment or 
injuries, that they had taken the advice of an 
aiFe&ionate brother. 

At this period of the year the theatre of the 
celebrated Samuel Foote, Efq; is the only one 
that is open : I was at it the evening beforelaft. 
Plays are, in themfelves, very rational and ele-^ 
vated amufements, and are at once entertaining 
and ufeful, affording, in general, a ftriking. 
moral, and fome ingenious turns either of wit 
or fentiment. But Mr. Smart, who is a fre- 
quent play-goer, feems to think our modern 
managers are juftly chargeable with negledling 
merit in favour of caprice, and will either fup- 
prefs or bring on a performance, juft as they, 
happen to fuit their own fantaftical tafte, or feed 
the vitiated palate of the town. Upon this 
principle it is, that inftead of the produftions of 
Shakefpeare and old Ben Johnfon^ the public 
are amufed with private fatire, orm^re mimical . 
buffoonery ; and now the great little Mr. Garrick 
is gone, it is whifpered that nothing is to come 

before 
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before the curtain but fellows who tan quaver 
in an opera, and women who can carry a note 
clean and clever out of all hearing. The deuce 
a tragedy is expeScd all next winter, they fay j 
and the children of catgut are to ftarve the 
heroes and heroines of blank verfe, as Mr. 
Smart fmartly fays, till they are as thin and un- 
fubft4ntial as the hairs of a fiddleftick. As the 
man fays in a poem about Mr. Garrick'sLook- 
ing-glafs, which (lands on my coufin's table— 
a devilifli fhrewd thing, let me tell you — 

" 'Tis all to fing, and nought to fay." 
The.reafon of all this topfy-turvy hufineCSf it 
feems, is (as I learn by the fame witty chap's 
poem) becaufe 

— — «' A tuneful youth,** 
Who by a certain Spanifliplot 
A wond'rous rich Duenna got ; 
Who for fix fing-fong months together 
Has led the town thro' wind and weather. 
His tweedle-dum and dee to hear. 
Has took the nation by the ear : 
For he old Drury now has got. 
The trappings, trimmings, and what not.'* 

We learn too, from the fame cunning and 
intelligent author, that 

** Other gentlefolks have part. 

And fliare the inftruments of art. 
* Th« 
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The comic mafk, the tragic train. 
The Ainfbine, and the fhowers of rain ; 
The weeds the witches often danc'd in. 
With coloured coat of Harlequin ; 
The fceptres, fwords, and coats of mail. 
The palace flats, the park, the jail ; 
The dragons, bears, and dromedaries. 
And all the pantomimi vagaries j 
The truncheon large, and trumpet loud. 
The pafteboard crown, and canvas cloud j 
The thunder fpouts, and thunder too. 
With robes of Tartar, Turk, and Jew. 
The coaches, coronets, and camps ; 
The ftars, the moon, and all the lamps ; 
The heroes habits, whole and torn ; 
The ermine, walking dukes have worn; 
The blazing petticoats and facks. 
Which often grace princefles backs : 
In fhort, the whole machinery. 
And all the trick of tragedy." 

As the playhoufe, therefore, and the pro- 
perty, has fallen into the hands of fuch a fuiging 
generation, fo that there will be nothing but a 
kind of concert going forward, I. cannot in juf- 
tice recommend it to any of my country friends, 
who have the leaft regard for the immortal 
Shakefpeare, and writers in his way, to coun- 
tenance fuch Italian innovation ; but I advilb 
one and all to flay away from the Britiih 

theatr«^ 
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theatre, till It fliall again be reftored to good 
fenfe, fair morals, folid amufement, and fine 
poetry. At prefent the drama is at a (hocking 
low ebb, my coufin fays; all the aSors and 
adlrefles of rifing merit are difcharged, and in 
their (lead a parcel of mufical mummers, fo- 
reign fiddlers, and operatical non-entities. By 
the bye, if any plain-dealing people in our part 
of the world would wifli to be let in^o the fecret, 
by taking a peep behin4^the curtain, they may fee 
the whole of the rogueries and tricks of a6tor- 
men and managers laid open in the book from 
whence I have taken the above verfcs : it coft 
2 s. 6d. and I fhall bring it down with me for 
our club at the Rofe and Crown. 

With regard to M after Foote's, there are, I 
find, as merry doings in differerit parts of his "* 
Little Theatre in the Haymarket as in either of 
the other winter houfes. There are places 
which they call green- boxes, that are cele- 
brated for the abandoned beauty of thofe who 
generally fill them. Mr. Smart fays, this is the 
very worft and moft dangerous place in which 
a country gentleman or lady can poilibly truft 
themfelves j for that they will be furrounded 
by feducers of all (hapes and fexes. Thefe har- 
pies know a ftranger inftantly, and fet all their 
arts inftantly at work to make a bubble of him. 
Though I fat in the pit, I could fee plain 
enough what they were upon. There was one 
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in particular whom I noticed ; (he was dreffed 
in a flaring, flame-coloured fackj her hair was 
fct upright in the prefent perpendicular fafhion, 
moft awefully high, and terrifically broad j at 
the top of which her hat was put on afkew, and 
ornamented with an extravagance of ill-chofen 
ribbons. The fcarlet of her cheeks was even ' 
more glaring than her drefs, and yet fhe pre- 
tended to give herfelf the airs of a puritan. She 
fingled out a rural-looking lad, who might b« 
about eighteen years of age, and after a little 
artful ceremony flie placed herfelf down befide 
him, and foon entered into converfation. Be- 
fore the third aft was over they both went out 
of the theatre, and the very next morning there 
appeared an advertifement in the public papers 
to the following efFedt : 

Advertisement. 

Whereas a young gentleman, of fair com- 
plexion, blue eyes, light-brown hair curling in 
his neck, with a Aim genteel fliape, and inno- 
cent appearance, went to theHaymarket theatre 

on evening, and to the great grief of 

his family be has not been heard of fince : this 
is to certify, that if the faid young gentleman 
will return home to his difconfolate family, he 
ihall be moft tenderly received, and in no de- 
gree upbraided : or if any perfon will be the 

means of conducing him to ' ■ ' — , St. 
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James's ftreet, (hall receive the warmeft thanks, 
and the fum of Fifty Pounds as a compliment." 

How (hall I find words, my dear brothers and 
fiflers, to inform you, that this very morning the 
fame news-paper announces the return of the 
youth almoft naked, ftripped nearly to the fkin, 
and with the marks of violence in many parts 
of his body, owing, it fecms, to his being de- 
coyed into a brothel, where a bulJy, under the 
privileged name and pretenfions of a hufband, 
extorted from him all his money, by way of 
reparation for damages, a.nd then beat him fe- 
verely, becaufe he had not money enough to 
fatisfy his avarice J 

In different parts of the town there are very 
commonly planted old women procurefles, 
whofe bufinefs it is to draw you into bad houfes 
in dirty lanes and dark alleys ; the confequencc 
of which is, generally, the lofs of a purfe, 
often diAempers, and fometimes murder and 
fudden deaths. Countrymen are moftly the 
great objefts of the villain ; when fuch a one 
comes to town, let him tread warily ; many will 
invite him to drink, on purpofe to plunder him 
of all the property he has about him in the 
hours of intoxication. Others will intice him 
into the gaming^houfe; and as fuch gamblers 
are always well (killed in fleights of hand, and 
what is called cogging the die, or managing 

F the 
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the (huffle, the countryman who plays fair, anS 
depends upon luck, will afluredly lofe all his 
money, before they fufFer him to depart, when 
once engaged. Sometimes, indeed, they wiU 
permit a ftranger to win a little juft to give 
him fpirits j but that is only an art, and in or-* 
der to encourage him to bear ill luck afterwards 
in the hope of better returning again, till he 
is in the end left utterly deftitute. 

If any of my friends, alfo, {hould wJfti to fee 
the metropolis, I muft warn them, whenever 
they go into coffee-houfes, theatres, or other 
public places, ag^inft a fet of wretches, who, 
like the drone, never bring any thing into the 
hive themfelves, but love to feed upon the pro- 
fits and honey of the induftriou^ : wherever 
thefe indoletits fee you enter>, they en^eavoyr to 
infmuate themfelves into your good graces, by a 
thoufand ofiicioufnefles, and other pretences 
cither of entertainment or utility, which, if 
people are not upon their guard, may be at- 
tended with many difagreeable confequences. 
Should you ever be befet by any of thefe crea- 
tures, take care never to give them the fmalleft 
' encouragement; for the moft diftant hint of ii^ 
vitatioii will fubje£k you to conftant importuni- 
ties and impofitions. The accomplifhments 
of fuch intruders are not, indeed, fuch as can 
recommend them to the afToclatigns of men of 
fcnfci as it has been very well obfcrvcd, " their 
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whole ftock confifts in a bawdy fcng or t^o, a 
few drunken healths, and half a dozen puns;** 
with thefe they will be eternally grating your 
«ars, till they have tired your patience, and 
you are obliged to force them from you by broad 
hints that their company is difpleafing. Be it 
remarked alfo, as a confequence of encouraging 
them, that they will abfolutely live upon you, 
attend you in the ftrect, intrude into your 
apartment, join your company, croud into your 
retirements, and confider themfeives as a part 
of your family. They are juft like a fet of 
hungry Frenchmen, who come over the water 
to laugh at and fpunge upon the Englifli, and 
whofc arts are thus accurately laflied by an au- 
thor whofe writings are in the library of coUfin 
Smart. When I was talking of thefe parafites 
and London cheats, he took down a book, and 
bade me take notice of the following applicable 
paflage : 

** All that at home no more can beg or ftcal. 
Or like a gibbet better than a wheel, 
HifsM from the ftage, or hooted from the court, 
Their air, their drefs, their politics import j 
Obfequious, artful, voluble, and gay. 
On firitain^s fond credulity they prey: 
All fdences k fifting Moiifieur knows^ 
A»d bid him go to hell, to hell he goes !'* 
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But now we are conMng to the point ; againft 
juft fuch a hanger-on anid flatterer as I am goinj 
to defcribe, I would warn you : 

*' Still to.his int'reft true, where'er he goes, 
Wit, brav'rj, worth, his Javifb tongue bqftovvs ; 
In cv'ry face a thoufand graces ihjne. 
From ev'ry tongue flows harmony divine. 
PraSis'd his matter's notions to embrace, 
He marks his maxims, and refle<Sts his face; 
AVith ev'ry wild abfurdity complies. 
And views each objeft with another's eycs^ 
They Ihake with laughter ere the jeft they he:;r, 
And pour at will the counterfeited tear. 
And, as the patron hints the cold or heats^ 
He quakes in Dog-days, in December fweats. 
Such will with ferious impudence beguile. 
And lie without a blufh, without a fmile." 

Pray obfervc well the lines that conclude the 
defcription of thefe wretches : 

** lor arts like thefe preferr'd, admirM, carefs'd^ 
He firft invades your table, then your breaft j 
Explores your fccrets with infidious art. 
Watch the weak hour, and ranfack all the heart ; 
Then foon your ill-plac'd confidence repay. 
Commence j^«r&r^, and govern, or betray.'* 
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In writrng to my country relations upon fub- 
Je£ls of caution ^gainft the deceptions of this 
deluflve city, I mud upon no account negledt 
fpeaking upon one of the mod flagrant pieces of 
impofUion that di(lingui(h the age*— I mean your 
advertifing doctors, who are not only mifcreants, 
but murderers. Without the leaft degree of 
medical or chirurgical fkill, and without indeed 
the leaft accomplifhment that marks the faculty^ 
they take upon them to cure all the difafters 
that invade, either naturally or accidentally, 
the human body. Without a fingle thing ta 
recommend them but (heer impudence, they are 
trufted with the health, and therefore deftroy 
the happinefs and the life of a thouland and tea 
thoufand citizens yearly. It is their bufinefs to 
tamper with the conAitution till they have 
ruined it, and then they lay your want of future 
recovery to the account of your obftinacy, or 
negligence. I am the more particular in my 
injundlions upon this head, becaufe my coufia 
Smart, who takes in fometimes the Public Ad- 
vertifcr, and fometimes the Morning Chro- 
nicle, both papers in requeft — - out of the 
former, printed this morning, he read, as he 
fat at breakfaft, fome of the moft pointed and 
mafterly obfervations upon thefe medical im- 
poftors I ever heard ; and as his remarks defervc 
to be tranfmitted, and even trcafured up by 
every perfon in Great-Britain, I fhall take a 

F 3 real 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f 102 3 

real pleafurc in bringing it down with nae, tbat 
you may ever avoid fuch connexions. 

The ingenious writer alluded to has treated 
the matter as it deferVes, with the moft fe- , 
rjous feverity ; and yet the whimsical and witty 
Mr. Tom Brown fhews us, thatthefeimpoftors 
were equally the pefts of fociety in his days ; 
and h€ has, indeed, fohumoroufly and fo juftly 
laid open their pompous pretenfions, ^nd ex- 
pofed their arrogant claims to univerfal noftrums^ 
that, in conclufion of this important fubjef^^ 
and to make it impraAicable for any honeft 
countryman in future to be trepanned into their 
back doors or private pajjages^ I (hall, at my 
coufin Smart's intreaty, fubjoin the following^ 
well-conceived burlefque, called 

The merry Q.U A C K. 

** I HAVE been often grieved to fee the noble 
art of phyfic fo run down, defpifed, and in- 
vaded, as it has been pf late; but to fay the 
truth, the profeflbrs may thank ibemfelves fer 
it J they are eternally jangling and quarrelling 
at the College, and perfeciiting one another, 
while they ought to lay their heads together 
and unite, to baffle thofe undermining enemiea 
of mankincf, called difeafes. This would be an 
employment worthy their moft ferious thoughts, 
and recommend them to the good opinion of 
the world j but, as affairs are managed at pre-* 
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ftnt,. they do not fo much endeavour to reffore 
people to their health, as to make a vain often- 
tation of their learning. The firft thing they, 
think of, is to fet up an hypothefis^ as they call 
it, even before they think of fetting up a coach i. 
and as they make all the ihifts in the vrorkl to 
fet up the latter, fo it is to keep up their b^-* 
loved hypothecs they ftrain every phi^rwnenon in 
nature to make it bear that vi^ay. It is a melan- 
clioly, but ti-ue obfervation, that as ihe number 
ofphyficians has increafcd, fo the tueeily bills 
have done the fame« 

** Gentlemen, I was born with a natural anti-^ 
pathy to alldifeafes whatever, as fome people 
are to cheefe and onions. I hate difeafes, arid 
difeafes hate me; Ijy the fame token they fly 
from my prefence, as it was obferved in the laft 
great plague, that the dogs by natural inftinfl 
ran away from the city dog-killer ; neither can 
I blame them for it, for I make it my conftant 
bufinefs to deftroy them root and branch where- 
eyer I meet them. But, gentlemen, do not 
mifunderftand me; though I kill the difeafe, I' 
do the man no harm ; like lightning, that mdts ^ 
the fword, and never injures the fcabbard. 

" To qualify myfelf for this noble profeffibn,. 
Lnever troubled my head with reading Hippo* 
crates, Diofcorides, Celfus, Galen, and other 
reverend blockheads of antiquity ; neither did I 
thInk.Jt worth my while to lofe any time in 
F 4 perufing.. 
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pcruHng the modem coxcombs, for fo I may 
juftly call them : No, gentlemen, I went a wifer 
way to work ; inftead of turning over old mufly 
pagan volumes, I have walked over every moun- 
tain in England, Scotland, and Wales; I have 
enquired into the nature of every plant and ve- 
getable, examined every mofs, grafs, and flow- 
er, and by virtue of Airty years obfervation and 
upwards, have forced them to confefs their re- 
fpe£Uve virtues and qualities. 

** Firjt^ By my Pilbila Intenttonalis ; or, my 
Intentional Pill. I defy any phyftcian in the 
King's dominions to (hew me the like. It never 
works but when the recipient would have it, 
and therefore is of Angular ufe for all perfons 
who may be obliged to take phyfic, and yet, by 
reafon of their employments and buftnefs, can- 
not confine themfelves to their chambers. I 
dare engage that a man may take it upon a jour- 
ney, and never be incommoded by it. Laft 
Eafter term I gave it to a Yorkfliire attorney, 
the very morning he went out of town, who 
had no occafion to evacuate till he came to 
Leeds. But what is more furprifing, one Ezekiel 
Tar, boatfwain to the Sampfon, took three of 
them at Deptford, upon April i6, 1699, and 
intended they fhould never work with him till 
he came under the Equinoctial ; and accordingly 
fo it fell out, and then he had a ftool, that any 
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prince in Chriftendom would have bccft glad of, 
as he informed me in a letter, dated from Fort 
St. George, Nov. 22* In fliort, a man that 
takes it, may adjourn and prorogue his backfide 
as long as he pleafes; and this, as I take it, 
can be faid of -no pill now known in Chriften- 
dom. 

*' Sicondlyj My Pi Hula Divulgatoria ; or, my 
Divulgatory Pill. The great excellency of this 
pill lies in extorting fecrets from whoever takes 
it J very proper confcquently for married men in 
Cheapfide, Cornhill, or any part of England, 
to know how their refpedive wives ftand af- 
fefled to them : for, as it is no bigger than a 
pin's head, fo if the party dextroufly flips it into 
a glafs of ale, or. wine, or any fuch vehicle, 
and gives it his wife, it will make her tell all the 
fecrets of her heart in her fleep; as for inftance, 
whether fhc has a<9ual|y cuckolded herhufband, 
or has only intended it ; as likewife who is the 
perfon (he mod admires. 

*' Thirdly^ My Plllula Ouofa\ or, my Idle 
PiH. This is the ftrangeftpill of them all, for 
it is neither diaphoretic, nor diuretic, nor hy- 
drotic, nor hypnotic, nor yet emetic, that is to 
iay, it neither operates by ftool, nor urine^ 
nor fleep, nor vomit \ and yet makes a fliift to 
do its bufincfs^ by doing nothing at all, as fome 
F 5 lawyers 
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lawyers da theirs, by being bribed to hold their 
tongues. 

•* Fourthly^ My Ptlkla Jnit-Afoahiiua; or, 
my Anti-Moabite Pill. A man who takes one 
of thefc pills before he flirs out of his lodgings, 
though he owe as much money as the two late 
Sheriffs were worth, yet may go and whet his^ 
knife fafely and fecurely at the Compter-gatCy 
and the devil of a ferjeant dares meddle with 
him, by reafon of fome wonderful effluviums it 
fends out of the thorax ; very ufeful for break- 
ing tradefmen, difbanded officers, and others 
in the fame predicament. In fine, it is infi- 
nitely better and cheaper than a proteSion from 
a lord or a parliament-man. Though I con- 
ftantly keep fixty operators at work, yet I can 
hardly ferve the town for their occafions. 

** The two epidemical difeafes of England are 
the Scurvy and Confumption. - They were all- 
reigning diftempers of this iiland a thouiand 
years before Julius Gaefar came to make us a- 
vifit5 as any man that defires to be Satisfied 
will find by the hiftorians of thofe times; "and 
fo they ftill continue, notwithflanding we have 
had fo many famous phyficians among us. Now 
is it not a fhame, a mofl horrid Aiame, that the 
moft Proteftant lungs in the univerfe, and thofe 
wkici deliver the moil evangelical truths^ fl&ouid 
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be invaded by thfs fatal difeafe?^ And is it not 
a thoufand pities that a people who hav^ the 
pureft fouls,- fhould have the haftieft bodies ? 

'*Now to obviate and prevent this difgrace of 
our three kingdoms, I have been thirty years • 
and upwards contriving my Antt-tufficnt Pills, 
"which are compounded of thofe admirable bal- 
famic ingredients, that, gentlemen, the party -f 
that takes them, may lie up to his chin in water 
for a fortnight together, or cover himfelf over 
in fnow, as naked as when he came firft into * 
tb€ world; and if he coughs forty years after 
that, I am content to Jofe my ears. Let any 
man that dilbufts the virtue of my Anti-tufflent ' 
Pills make the experiment ; and if, as I have 
fiid before,. he cough forty years after that, I 
engage, before this honourable company, vto be ^ 
hfs bond-flave. 

** And then as for the, Scurvy, which fecms • 
ta have fet up her head quarters in Wales or 
Scotland, I have found out a VuMs Miindificti^- 
twus\ although a man made as wretched a 
figure as a patient gentleman, who has been ■. 
very much abufed by a<:ertain city knight, did 
Upon the dunghill, yet in a minute Til mal(;e 
him reilm in torpore. 

*' But, gentlemen, my talent is not confined " 
onlytothefe two diftempers; I pra(Stife alike 
upon all difeafes, and with the fame fuccefs and 
facility- 
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^* Shew me a fellow that has got as much 
water in his abd9men as will fill the tun of 
Heidelberg ; (hew me, I fay^ fuch a fellow if 
you dare. I would willingly ride two thoufand 
miles at my own expence to fee fuch a fight. 
Now, you'll fay, what will you do with him 
when you have got him ? Why, before you 
can anfwer me what's this, I'll tap h:s abdomen 
and {tt him to rights. 

•• Shew me a fcrotum^ diftended to the fize ©f 
honeft Mr. Moxon's globe upon Atlas's flioul- 
dcrs in Warwick-lane, I'll reduce it taits prif- 
tine ftate while a virtuofo at Child's is fup« 
ping his di(h of coffee. 

** Shew me a fon of Bacchus, who by his in- 
defatigable lifting up his hand to his head, and 
his noAurnal induftry, has acquired as many 
pimples in his face as there are jewels in Lom^- 
bard-ftreet, nay, whofe phiz is fo fiery and rch- 
bicund, that it would put the laft conflagration 
out of countenance ; I have a water that in a 
moment will extinguifh all thefe vulcanos, and 
make him look as fair as a finner newly come 
out of the powdering-tub j or, if you pleafe, 
as pale as a guinea-dropper, when he is carried 
before a worfliipful juftice. 

*' Shew me a man fo pitted by the fmall-pox, 
that his face looks like the map of Switzerland, 
IHrith the hills and vallies in it, with my Lympka 
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Cofineika^ or my Levelling Drops, I'll make if 
as even as a bowling green, 

** But what I moft value myfelf lipon, and In- 
deed I defy any doftor within the bills of mor- 
tality (you fee I circumfcribe them, gentlemen. 
Within their own dominions) to do the like — I 
have fo improved the antient and laudable art of 
ouro'tnanteia^ or ouro-fcopy^ that is to fay, of 
prognofticating all future contingents by urine, 
that the like was never heard of in Europe. I 
know that feveral blockheads pretend to tell a 
man the prefent ftate of his body by feeing his 
urine (and what fool by the broth cannot make 
a fhift to guefs what meat is in the pot?) 
but I have carried my difquifttions much far- 
ther; as for inftance, let an attorney bring 
me his water, and I will tell him how his 
client's caufe will go at Weftminfter-hall; and 
whether any of his adverfaries witnefles are like 
to perjure themfelves. Let a young maiden 
Ihew me but a thimble-full of her urine, and I 
will refolve her when (he {hall be married, how 
many children (he (hall have, and what their 
refpcftive fortunes (hall be. This, gentlemen, 
may fuffice at prefent to let you fee I can do 
fomewhat more than my brethren/' 

Though my dear fifters are in a very virtuous 
courfe of education, and although their prin- 
ciples are eftabliihcd in a very amiable manner, 
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yet tliferc are fome particular miferics to which 
lovely young women are liable when they 
come to London, that, in cafe either Sally or 
Betfy or Julia (hbuld happen to vifit the city, . 
either upon bufinefs or pleaAire, they may re- 
ceive fome caveats from certain hints of admo- 
nition that follow : 

Whenever any beautiful young female comes^ 
to the capital, there are a thoufanJ wretches 
that lie. in wait for her innocence; amongft^ 
thefe, none are more pernicious than thofe 
creatures of their own fex, who, equally defti- 
tute of compaffion or chaftity, and loft to all 
thofe delicate bluffies that adorn the charader 
as well as the perfon, are prepared for every 
thii»g that is infamous, deftrudive, and dcicft* 
able. They are known here by the name of 
Procureffes; and, my coufin Smart fays, they 
exactly anfwer the defcription given of them In' 
the fame poem, from which I gave you an ex-? 
traft relating to bad women, in a former letter. 
A procurers is in that work thus chara£l:erifti- 
eally fpoken^of : 

5* The felon bawdVa dreadful beaft of prey^. 
And rules her fubjeSs with defpotic fway ; 
Trucks for the human form with fatal pow*r. 
And bargains for her beauties by the hour* 
But (hould fome female in her dangerous train . 
Attend thealtarof her (hamc widipain ; 
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iDifpute at length the monfter's hafe controul>. 
And' dare aflert the fcruples of her foul ; 
Should flie reluiftant yield to the dilgrace^. 
Or fhew the figns of forrow in her face; 
Th* imperious abbcfs frowns her into vice, 
And hates the fmner that grows over nice.*' 

HisT.*of Benignu5^ ^r,,Lib. Opinions.. 

li is neceflary for an honeft brother to telV 
you, dear fitters, that fuch wretches as the poet- 
here fpeaks of are often known to addrefs fuch* 
obj^fks as they fix upon in different difguifes, 
4and will fometimes ftand at the door of their 
houfes, attended by three qr four painted pro— 
ilitutes, in order to feduce the daughters of 
iimplicity.into their clutchesi If once they get 
youj all refiftance is vain ; you have nothing for. 
it ^,ut (hynning them at firft, and all that j^- 
mains for a prudent woman to do, is never, on 
;Wiy accou^t,lo liften to their invitations. 

Examples of their iniquity are every day * 
heard of, and well-difpofed people have, from 
time to time,, printed well-authenticated ac- 
counts, byway of cautions to the public. The 
fureft wayjof being fecure fro^ their contrivances 
19, for young women never to go abroad with- 
out fome friend of the other fex, or fome rela- 
tion, upon wbofe afFeftion and experience they 
may depend. But as I have fufficicxitly alarmed 
youj I (ball quit the fubjeft* 
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And now, my beloved brothers, in conclufton 
of this letter, I muft juft give you a warning 
(ketch or two as to thofe temptations that lie in 
every young fellow's way— i-I mean the ladies of 
loofe lives and converfation. The ill efFe^is of 
a commerce with bad women are, indeed, fo 
multiplied, that they ftrike every underfland«* 
ing at once ; nor can any thing new be added 
to the remarks that hare been offered to efcape 
them. The quantity of haplefs females in this 
fituation, at this crifis, is really horrible to hu- 
manity — not to be thought of without (hudder- 
ing— not to be feen without a tear. — ^Ycs, my 
brothers, I fay a iiari it is not poffible, me- 
thinks, to behold fucb a multitude of deceived, 
difeafed, unprovided, and half-ftarved human 
beings, of a fex naturally fo foft and delicate, 
haunting the houfes of ill fame, and plying in 
almoft every (Ireet, for the coarfeft and com- 
moneft neceflaries of life. Since I read that poem, 
whence I have already given you two or three 
paflages, I have been taught to alter my notions 
in fome degree, about thefe poor unfriended 
fifters of (hame and forrow. Indeed they are to 
be pitted. Hanging and drowning all of them, 
according to the prude or outrageoufly virtuous 
"woman's maxima is furely too hard a fate for 
many of thofe whom the arts of men undoubt- 
edly at firft betrayed, ^nd whom cruel parents, 
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er rigid relations, perhaps, made tbem continue 
unfortunate. 

Our old neighbour, farmer J d, has 

got a daughter, you know, in this pitiable 
condition : and, though -Qie was the darling of 
his heart and age, and was led aftray by an 
artful deceiver ; though he has no other heir to 
his fortunes, yet I have heard him fifty time* 
declare that he would never fee her again — 
never receive her — ^never proteS— never provide 
for her.— As, I fuppofe, he fees all my letter^ I 
am tempted to write out the reft of the poem on 
thcfubje<aof thefc moft wretched females : if 
he reads it attentively; if he reads it as a fether^ 
furely he will be inclined to fearch after his loft 
child, bring her back to his arms, and encou- 
rage her in the duties of prayer and penitence. 
In this hope I fliall think it no trouble to con- 
clude this letter ; am writing out for his confi- 
deration, and for your perufal, fuch parts as 
are applicable to the poor old farmer, and all 
other parents in his forlorn fituation 5 for furely, 
furely, my dear brothers, a young creature is 
not to be wholly defcrted, and left both to live 
and dfe in infamy, for a fault, of which more 
than half the guilt is to be imputed to another. 
Haplefs girls! — Read the penitent fentiments 
and ftory of one of them, and join your wiflies 
' to mine, that they may be daily reftored to 
virtue, to health, and to their families/ 

ALMERIA: 
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OR, 

Th« Penitent. 

Being a Genuine Epiftle from an Unfortunate- 
Daughter in the Magdalen HoTpital, to her' 
Family in the Country*. 

ExtrrMid from the Sicond Folumt cf MelmodiV 
Liberal Opinions ;^^r,SCfefi/^«iy<?fBcnignu8^ 

•^ Withdrawn frpoLall ten>ptations that entice,. 
The frauds of faibion, and the fnares of vice,. 
From all that can infpirc unchafte delight. 
To my dear, bleeding family I write : 
$at oh ! my pen the tender tafk denies ; 
And all the daughter rufliea to my eyes*. 
Oft as the paper to my hand I brought. 
My hand ftill trembled at the (hock of thought:. 
Sighs interrupt the ftory of my woe. 
My blufhes burn me, and my tears o'erflow : • 
But nature now infifts upon her claim. 
Strikes the fine nerve, and gives me up to fhame : 
No more the anxious wifli can I reftrain,./ 
Silent no longer can your child remain ; 
Write,write, I muftycach hope, each fear, declare,. 
And try once more to win a father's care : 
Scorn not, ahfcorn not, then, the mournful yerfti 
Revive npy blefljng, and recall my curTej. 
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Give to a daughter's wrongs one parent-figli, 
ISIor kit a mother my lafl pray'r deny. 

Yet where, oh where, fhall I the tale begin$ 
And where conclude the narrative of fin ? 
How each dire circumftance of guilt difclofe. 
Unload my breaft, and open all its woes ? 
How to an injured parent fhall I tell 
The arts by which I ftray'd, by which I fell ? 
IvTo common language can the fcenes exprefs, 
"Where cv*ry line (hould mark extreme diftrcfs j 
Mere human words unequal all we find 
To paint the feelings of a wounded mind : 
'Tishot the fcribblcr's vein, the fongfter'sartt 
Nor the wild genius of a vacant heart ; 
*Ti8 not the lines that mufic^y flow 
Xo mark the poet's well-imagin*d woe; 
Nor all the frolics of the tuneful tribe. 
Can fiich a mighty griisf as mine defcribe. 

full oft has fcorpion fancy to my vie\y 
Imag'd each- anguifli that a parent knew ; 
At midnight's ftijl and fearchinghour (he came, 
Glar'd round my bed, ;|nd chill'd my foul with 

fhame, 
Crouded each black idea in my fight, 
And gloom'd a chaos on the balmy night. 

" Behold (ihc faid) on the damp bed of earth, 
Behold th' unhappy man, who gave thee birth j 
In duft he rolls his forrovv-filver'd hair, 
An(| on each mufcle fits intenfe defpair ; 
'.'' ' "'/"'■ "See, 
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See how the paffions vary in his face, 
Tear his old frame, and teftify difgrace ; 
Retir'd from home, in Alence to complain 
To the pale moon, the vet'ran tells his pain : 
Now finks opprefs'd, now fudden ftarts away. 
Abhors the night, yet fickens at the day. 
And fee, thou guilty daughter I fee, and mouri^ 
The whelming grief that waits the fire's return ! 
Beneath fomeblack'ning yew's fepulchral gloom. 
Where penfive Sorrow feems to court the tomb, 
Where tenfold (hades repel the light of day. 
And ghoftly footfteps feem to prefs the way^ 
Bent to the ground by mis'ry, and by years. 
There view thy bleeding mother bath'd in tears; 
Her look diforder'd, and her air all wild. 
She beats the breaft that fed a worthlefs child : 
And oh ! (he cries — 

C^ ! had the foftering milk to poifon turn'd. 
Some ague (hiver'd, or fome fever burn'd j 
Had death befriended on the fatal morn. 
In which thefe eyes beheld a daughter born; 
Or had th* Eternal feal'd its eyes in night. 
Ere it the barrier knew *twixt wrong and right. 
Then had thefe curfes ne'er affail'd my head- 
Why fpring fuch torments from a lawful bed !— 
Now, melted, foftenM, gentler (he complains. 
Rage ebbs away, the tide of love remains : 
Then how th' affefting tears each other trace, 
Pown the dear furrows of her matron face ; 

But 
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But ftill the anxious mother brings to light 
Scenes of pad joy, and innocent delight; 
Calls to remembrance each ittfantine blifs. 
The cradle's rapture, and the baby's kifs; 
Each throbbing hope, that caught th' embrace 

fin cere. 
With ev'ry joy that rofe in ev'ry tear; 
The beauteous profpedl bright'ning ev'ry day. 
The father's fondling, and the mother's play. 
Yet foon (he finds again the fad reverfe, 
Till harrafs'd nature finks beneath its curfe ; 
Again more fierce, more mad (he rends her frame« 
And loudly brands Almeria with her fhame !" 
Here paus'd, and (hrunk, the vifton from my view. 
But C(7;^iW^colour'd, as the (hade withdrew : 
Pierc'd to the heart, in agony I lay. 
And all confufion, rofe, with rifing day. 

But ah ! what hope could morning bring to me. 
What, but the mournful privilege, toy^^. 
To view the pleafures which I could not (hare. 
And wafte the day in folitude and care i 
More clearly (hone the fun on my difgracc. 
And mark'd more plain the blufhes on my face. 

Then all enrag'd I curs'd th' abandon'd hour 
When honour yielded to the traitor's pow'r ; 
When, ra{h, I fcorn'd the angel voice of truth. 
In all the mad fimplicity of youth ; 
When from a father's arms forlorn I ftray'd. 
And left a mother's tenderncfs unpaid ; 

While 
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While nature, duty, precept, all combia'd 
To fix obedience on the plaftic mind. 
Stung at the thouglu, each vengeance I defignM, 
And weary'd heav'n to dcfecratc mankind j 
From room to room diilraftcdly I ran. 
The fcom of woman, and the dupe of man. 

Alcanor, curft Alcanor ! firft I fought 
(And as'I paft a fatal dagger caught) 
The fmiling villain foon my fury found. 
Struck at his heart, and triumph'd in the wound: 
♦' A ruin'd woman — gives — (IcryM) the ftrokeJ** 
Hereerd, he fell, he fainted as I fpoke. 
But foon as human WW began to ffow. 
Soon as it gufh'd, obedient to the blow, 
S6on ^ t^e ruddy ftream his cheek forfoolc. 
And death fat ftruggling in the dying look. 
Love, and the woman^ all at once return'd j 
I felt his anguifh, and my ralhnefs mourn'd ; 
0*er his pale form I heav'd the burfting figh. 
And watch'd the changes of his fading eye; 
To ftop the crimfbn tide my hair I tore, 
Kifs'd the deep gafll,and wafli'd with tears the gorc« 
*Twas love^ — 'twas pity — call it what you will; 
Where the heart feels — we aR are woihen ftiH* 

But low i bend my khees to pitying Hfeiiv'n, 
For his rfccbv'ry to thy prayers Was giv'n 5 
He livM— to all the reft I was i-eti|n'd. 
And ntitirder irack'd no ihore my tbitur'abiihd : 
He liv'd— butfobni with mestn perfidious Ifcaltli^: 
Fortook his prey, and rioted in wealth. 
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Y6t thirtk not now arrived th« days of j6y; 
Alcanor fiattcr'd only to deftroy ; 
Alike to blail: my body, and my mind. 
He robb'd me firft, then left mc to mankind ; 
Soon from his Janus face the mafk he tore. 
The charm was broke, and magic was no more: 
The dreadful cheat awhile to hide he drove, 
By poor pretences of a partial love, 
Awhile difgius*dt\\z furfeits of his heart, 
And topp'd,full well, the warm admirer^s part; 
Till tir'd at taft, with labouring to conceal. 
And feigning tranfports which he did not feel. 
He turned at once fo civilly polite, 
Whate'er I faid, indiifFerence madeyj right. 
Such coldnefs markM his manners, and his mien 
My guilt— my ruin— at a glance was feen. 

In vain I now aflum'd a chafter part. 
In vain I ftruggled with a broken heart. 
In vain I try'd to purify my ftain, 
Correa my life, and rife (reiform*d^ again ; 
Plcasy at die hope, (From favage man I flew. 
And fought protediion from each friend I knew ; 
Each friend at my approach fhrunk back with 

dread. 
And bade me hide my peftilential head : 
Ev'n for tjie nieaneft fervitude I fought. 
But nice iiifpicion at my figure caught. 
My drefs too flaunting, or my air too free. 
And deep rcferve betokVingmyflieryi 

Some 
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Some frailty raisM a doubt where'er I came. 
And cv'ry queftion flufh*d my checks with fliamej 
Confcious of guilt, o'erfhadow'd by pretence^ 
*Twas hard to a<ft th^Jkrce of innocence. 
Oft as I begg'd the fervant's loweft place. 
The treacherous colour (hifted in my facej 
The fatal fecret glow'd in ev'ry look. 
Trembling I flood, and ftammering I fpoke. 

Next came the views of home into my mind, 
With each dear comfort I had left behind ; 
Pardon, and pleafure, ftarted to my thought. 
While Hope infpir'd forgivenefs of my fault: 
But foon, too foon, the fweet ideas fled. 
And left me — begging at each door for bread. 
Yet poor indeed was this fupport to me, 
(Ah, had I ftarv'd on common charity !) 
Far other woes and infults were iji ftore. 
My fame was loft, and I could rife no more ; 
Driven to the dreadful precipice of fin. 
My brain fwam round the gulph, and hurPd me in. 

And now no pen could picfture my diftrefs, 
'Twas more, much more, than fimple wretched- 

nefs; 
Famine, and guilt, and confcience tore my heart, 
And ur§*d me to purfue the wanton's part. 
Take then the truth, and learn at once my fhame; 
Such my hard fate — I welcom'd all that came. 

But oh ! no tranfport mingled in my ftains. 
No guilty pleafure ever footh'd my pains j 

N# 
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^o vicious hope, indelicately gay. 
Nor warmer paffions lulFd my cares away; 
The flatt'ring compliment fatigu'd my ear. 
While half-afraid, I half- conceal 'd a tear: 
Whole nights I pafs'J infenfible of blifs. 
Loft to the loath'd embrace, and odious kifs ; 
Nor wine nor mirth the aching heart could fire, 
%Nor could the fprightly mufic ought infpire; 
Alive to each reflexion that opprefs'd. 
The more I gain'd, the more I was diftrefe'd: 
E'en in the moment of unbleft defire^ 
Oft would the wretch complain I wanted fire; 
Cold as a ftatue in his arms I lay. 
Wept thro' the night, and blufti'd along the day—* 
Ah think what terrors e'er could equal mlnfs ! 
Ah think, and pity — for I once was thine ! 
The fweet fociety of friends was o'er. 
For happier women dare invite no more ; 
And they, at noon, would meet mc with alarms. 
Who ftole at midnight to my venal arms. 
My own companions no fweet coipfort brought, 
A fliameful fett, incapable of thought; 
Their wanton paffions ne'er cou'd touch my hearr. 
For all was loofenefs, infamy, and art; 
No modeft noaxjms fMit^d to impfove^ 
No foft fenfations of a chafter love, « 
No gen'rous profpcfls of a fpul refin'd. 
No worthy leflbns of a noble mind, 
E'er touched tbeir bqfonis, l^arden'd to their ftatc, 
Charm'd at their arts, and glorying in tbeiijfate. 

G Somie 
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•Some ftroke of frolic was their conftant themt^ 
The dreadful oath, and blafphemy extreme, 
Th' affected laugh, the rude- retorted lye, 
Th' indecent queftion, and the bold reply ; 
E'en in their drefs their bufmefs I could trace. 
And broad was fiampt the Harlot on each face; 
O'cr cv'ry part the fhameful trade we {pyLj 
The.ftcp audacious, and the rolling eye,; 
The fmile infidious, the look obfcene. 
The air enticing, and the mincing metn. 

With thefe, alas ! a facrifice I liv'd ; 
With thefe the wages ef difgrace received : 
ButiHeav'n, at length, its vengeance to complete, 
Drcrtre me— diftemper'd — to the public ftreet. 
For on a time, when lightning fir'd the air. 
And laid the fable breaft of midnight bare; 
When rain and wind aflaifd th' unfheltcr'd head, 
That fought in vain — the bleffing of a bed; 
Diftrefs'd— difeas'd— I crawl'd to ev'ry door, 
And begg'd, with tears, a ftielterfor the poorl 
My knees, at length, unable to fuftain 
The force of hunger, and the weight of rain, 
fainting I fell, then ftagg'ring rofe again. 
And wept,and figh'd, andhop'd, and rav'd in vain- 
Then (nor.till then) o*crwhelm'd with fore 

diftrefs, ^ 

To my own hand I look'd for full redrefs ; 
All things were apt — no flatterer to beguHc, 
'Twas night — 'twas dark— occafion fecm^'d to 

finile:— « 

Where'er 
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Where'er I turn'J, deftruftion rofc to view, 
And, on reflexion, rifing frenzy gre\y. — 
From foolifli love, the knife, conceal'd, I wore. 
That, in my rage, Alcanor*s bofom tore ; 
Thought prefs'd on thought — th' unfettled fenfcs 

flev«r, 
As from my breaft the fatal blade I drevv; 
Still the ftain'd point with crimfon fpots was dy'd, 
*' And this is well — 'tis blood for blood/' Icry'd ! 
Then did J poife the inftrument in air. 
Bent to the ftroke, and laid my bofom bare: 
But ah 1 my crimes that inftant rofe to view, 
Difarm'd my purpofe — my refolves o'erthrew ; 
Fear (hook my hand, I flung the weapon by, ; 
Unfit to live — I was not fit to </iV /{ — 

Ah ! wretched woman, {he who flrays for 

bread, 
'And fells the facred pleafures o^ the bed ; ^ 
Condemned to fhifts, her reafon muft dcfpife, ^ 
The fcorn and pity of the good and wife ^ 
Condemn'd each call of paffion f^ obey. 
And in defpite of nature to be gaj ; 
To force a fimper, with a throbbing heart. 
And call to aid the feeble helps of art -y 
QhW^A to fufFer each impure carefs. 
The flavc of fancy, and the drudge of drefs ; 
Compell'd to fuither temper to each tafte, 
Scorn'd if too wanton, hated if too chafte ; 
Forc'd with the public whimfy to comply, 
As vners the^galc of modern luxury ; 
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And oft th' affli£led creature muft fuftam 
Strokes more fevere, yet tremble to comphra: 
The felon bawd, a dreadful beaft of prey. 
Rules o'er her fubjefls with dcfpotic.fway. 
Trucks for the human form, with fatal pow'r. 
And bargains for her beauties by the hour. 
But fhould fome female in her dangerous train^ 
Attend the altar of herfhame with pain, 
Difputc at length themonfter's bafe controiil. 
And dare aflcrt thp fcruples of her foul j 
Should flie reluftant yield to the difgrace. 
And fliew the figns of forrow in her face, 
Th' imperious abbefs frowns her into vice. 
And hates the finner that grows over-nice. 
But hear, yet hear, your haplefs daughter's plca^ 
Some little pity flill is due to me. 
If to have felt each agony of mind. 
To bear the flings which confcience leaves be- 
hind ; 
If at each morn to fhudder at the light, 
Dread the fair day, and fear the coming night.; 
If, like the thief, of ev'ry eye afraid. 
Anxious I fought the blufh-concealingfliadei 
If my fad bofom, burfting with its weighs. 
Bled and bewail'd the hardfhips of my fate; - 
If to have known no joys, and known all pains. 
Can aught avail to purge my former ftains. 
Judge not your child, your fuppliant, too fevere. 
But veil her frailties, and beftow a tear.*— 

Yft 
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Yet Tias Almeria now a. jufter claim, ' 

To feal her pardon, and to clofe her fhame. 
Each early trefpafs nobler to remove. 
And hope again the fandlion of your love, 
Thefe holy manfions, facred to our woes, 
To fcrecn from fcorft, and hide us from our foes ; 
Gradual the fallen woman to retrieve, 
Reform the manners, and the mind relieve 5 
Front barb'rous man to fliield Ijis haplefs prey. 
Expunge theffpdt^ andchace the blufh away; 
To footh each forrow by the pow'r of pray'r. 
And half fupply a parent's pious care; . 
To lull the fliitt'ring pulfes td r^pofe. 
Each pang to foften, and each wifh compofe ; 
Wean us from fcenes that fatally mifguide, 
And teach the brcaft to glow with nobler pride; 
Thefe holy manfionS have received your child. 
And here (he mourns each pafiion that beguil'd. 
Thrice has the fun his annual beams beftow'd. 
And found me here, determin'd — tobe^Wj 
Already feels my heart a lighter grief,' 
And each white minute brings me frefh relief: 
Or if by chance my forrows I renew. 
Half claim my crimes, and half belong to you; 
^^,. then, for ever, fecret and refign'd. 
Here for its God will I prepare my mind ; 
Here pafs concealed my penitential days, 
And lead a life of piety and praife. 

Come, then, thou lovely patronefs (5f fame^ 
Thou bright reftorcr of a ruin'd natme, 

G 3 Cimic, 
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Come, hxT Repentance^ o'er each thought prcWc, 
Patient I follow fuch a heav'nly guide j 
To all thy laws implicitly I bend. 
And call thee fifter, faviour, genius, friend f 
Oh ! let mc breathe the folcmn vow finccrc. 
Oh ! let Religion confecrate each tear ! 
Then, fhould long life be mercifully giv'n^ 
The foul (repair'd) may dare to think of heav'nj 
Then clcans'd from ev'ry dark and Ethiop ftain> 
Virtue, that dove of peace, (hall come again. 
With fmoo theft wings re- fettle on my breaft, 
And open profpeds of eternal reft. 

And yet, before that golden hour arrive. 
Oh ! would my injur'd relatives forgive. 
Oh.! could they fee this happier turn of fate, 
And view their Magdalen's far chaAer fta^c, 
Then would they fondly clofe her fading eye, 
BLefs her laft breath, and bid her peaceful die. 

Peep in her ward's moft venerable gloom^ 
Late was a contrite fifler, from her room, 
Where long the blufhing, pious vot'refs lay. 
And: fought a fhelter from the fhame of day. 
In words half-fmother'd by the heaving figh, 
And voice that fpoke defpair — thus heard to cry— 

** Oh } injur'd Chajllty^ thou heav'nly dame. 
Thou fpotlefs guardian of the cherub Fame, 
Who arm'ft fair Virtue 'gainft th' infulting ^ee^ . 
And in her cheeks command'ft the rofe to blow t 
Thou, wht)fe refittlefs fliield protects the fair, 
Who falls not, willing, in the traitor's fnare \ 

Had 
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Jladr, oh ! had Iftill thy rules obcy'd, 
Defpis'd the treacherous town, and waWc'd the 

(hade ; 
Had I each villain ftratagem defy*d» 
-And fcorn'd the flatt'rer with a decent pride;. 
Had I withftood his arrows at my heart, 
Oppps'd each trick, and baffled ev'ry art. 
Then liberal truth might ev*ry hour employ. 
Each thought be rapture, and each hope be joy; 
Then lov*d, rever'd, as mother and as wife, 
Bleft had I been, in the pnn vale of life. 
Haply my Edward — Oh ! lamented name. 
Once my hightoaft, before I plung'd in (hame ; 
Haply my Edward, yielding to my charms, 
(Ohf my fmotc bofom, whence thefe new 

alarms? 
\Vhy fpringthe confcious drops into ray eye? 
Why feels my heart the love-impaffion'd figh?) 
I dare not fpeak my promised happinefs— 
Yet, Edward, couldft thou witnefs mydiftrcfs^ 
Witnefs the firm unviolated mind, 
Seduc'd by vice, but not to vice inclin/d ; 
Couldft tbou behold the conftant-falling tear, ' 
My prayers atteft, my^ felf-reproaches hear; 
Ah r couldft thou think how deeply I bewail. 
How thick enflirowd me in the friendly veil ; 
How, in the facred folitude of night. 
The care of heaven unceafing I invite, 
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Breathe the warm wiih, and pour the fenrent 

pray'r; 
Now dare to hope, anjl now expeft defpair r 
Couldft thou but fee thefe changes of my grie^ 
Surely thy pity would beftow relief. 
My Edward's virtue (for I know his heart) 
The balms of foft compai&on would impart. 
His breaft would mitigate each ftern decree»,> 
And judgment yield to mercy *s milder plea : 
But he is loft^ — fond wjetch , thy plaint give o*er— ^ 
The dear, the injurM Edward, is no mojres. 
Or, if he lives — he recoUeSs thy (hame, 
Scorns thy falfe vows, and hates th* unworthyr 
name. — • 
Scarce had the penfivc child of forrow fpoke^ 
When from a neighbouring ward thefe accents 

broke : 
^' 'Tis {he ! 'tis (he ! th' unfortunate is found,. 
My pulfe beats quick-^ah ! ftve me from the 

ground, 
Support me — help me — fome affiftancelend. 
And my faint foot-fteps to the mourner bend ;; 
She lives I— fbe lives P'-^Th* unhappy woman 

heard, 
Shook in each nerve, and trembled attach word,. 
Then fwooning, funk at length upon the floor ,^ 
Juft as th' affiifted ftranger reached the door : 
Tottering he entered — caught th* affli(fted fair, 
And ralfi'd her fluttVing frame, with tend'reftcare.. 

M Ah 
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** Ah drooping lily ! rife to life and me, 
And in this faded form thy Edward /ec j 
Recall the luftre in thy fparkling eye, 
And bid for ever all thy Xofrow$ fly : 
Long have I fought thee with a lover's zeal, 
For thee alone I weep, for thee I fe^l : 
Come, then, fair penitent,^ forget each woe. 
And ty*ry pleafurc, ev*ry tranfport know' ; 
Loft be the memVy of thy former ftain, 
Thy pow'rful pray'rs have wafli'd thee white 

again; 
BuryM be ev'ryangulfh in this kifs, 
Wak«, then* oh wfke, to virtue and to bli/s !"— • 
This faid, he prefsM her in a foft embrace, 
Andtte warm blood came flufliing to her face, 
N^wpalcTetir'd,. now ran a dcjeper red,. 
Till che^r'd at laft the fweet diforder fled ; 
Athoufand tender queftionsnow fucceed, 
They fmile alternate, and alternate bleed. 
Edward the chaplain's long trytj friend had^been^ 
And hence arofe the late propitious (t^tiQ*^ 
The facred chaplain gave her to his care, 
Jfljin'd their kind fates, and left them with a 

pray'r. 
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LETTER XL 



The 'SojfiKn to Mr. Crony. 

KoteJ Heroes and Heroines difcovered^ in a Morrp* 
in£s Converfation^ 

I HAVE not written to you till now, that I 
might have fuch a colIe(^ion of fubjefb as^ 
deferved being put down upon paper, and being 
committed to the confideration of my friends. 
I have had a ramble through the flreets of Lon- 
don at the early hour of five in the morning, 
and^ I met fome adventures worth your atten- 
tion. I was this very morning repofing myfelf 
after the fatigues of the preceding day, ujion a 
foft downy bed, when I heard a violent noife 
under my window; upon rifmg to liften and 
obferve by what means I had been difturbed, I 
few three young intoxicated rakes thrufting 
againft one another with drawn fwords, and to 
the utttr confufioo of the neighbourhood, were 

complotting 
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comptotting by what means they could moft 
alarm the parifh. To this purpofe they hal- 
Jooed as loud* as poflible, beat hard at the 
doors, blafphemed vehemently, and protefted, 
that for three farthings they would fet the whole^ 
city on fire. The drefs of thefe heroes was 
truly ludicrous; for they had, in the gaiety of 
their hearts, fet fire to each other's coats, hats, 
wigs, &c. and had fairly burnt away their pro* 
perty to the flcin, averring, that they preferred 
a ftate of nature, and the maxims of their fore- 
fathers, to every other. It is not, in truth, 
*a{y for any one to conceive, into what an ex* 
travagance of whim, folly, and ill manners, 
the debauched young fellows of London often 
rufli. They may well be called 

" Lords of the ftreet, and terrors of the way/* 

Nay, what is moft to be wondered at, but 
which my coufin aflerts to be true, fome of 
thefe youths have really good abilities, have had 
expenfive educations, and have naturally good 
hearts, but become thus worthlefs and corrupt 
merely from the want of refolutiofi^ ojr from 
the contagion of bad example. ^ " "* 

As they foon grew tired, ^f making a noife,, 

and had by this time got together in a fort of 

circle, clofe under my chamber, I threw open 

the cafcmcnt, and was aa car witneft, as wejt 

<i 6 a4. 
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as an eye one, to the fubfequent inftru^irt' 
converfation : 

Firft Buck. 

Curfe me, Tom, if I like that Polly C— k„ 
of Aylefbury-ftreet, Weftminfter: although fhe 
js young, well (baped, has pretty features, fine 
(kin, dark hair, black eyesy and is very fonc) 
of the foft paftime, yet fhe is a jilt after all^ and 
I'll have no more to fay to her. 

Second Buck. 

What doft talk of fuch an animal as that 
for ? I would not give fixpence for her, No> 
d-m — e ; give me the charming Sally S-ndb — y^ 
in Orange-court, Swallow-ftreet — (he's the 
girl — frefli as the blufhing rofe, not damaged 
in the fervice— a tight, plump, Gloucefterfliirc 
lafs. — Then only think upon the glofly black- 
Befs of her hair, her arched eye-brows : wett 
may one exclaim with the poet, 

** Fair as the fabled Hebe, kind and free^ 
And none more fond of Vcnus^ fport than fbe.^ 

Yes, d-m— e, (he's the girl for my money. 

Third Buck. 
Pfliaw — Pfliaw — you run on in raptures 
about your high-priced wenches ; but for my 

part. 
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-part, I prefer poor Bet L r, who lives in- 

Wych-ftreet, under a coal-flied, to all the lu— 
Vricious lafles in London ; nay, flie is allpwed, 
by all good judges,, to be the nonpareil of the 
town : Where is there a face fo ftriking as her's ? 
She feetns to have praftifed all the bewitching 
looks and artful fmiles of Venus herfelf. She 
captivates and pleafes all beholders* Then 
what a lovely fize ! how fair! how genteel T 
light hair, hazle eyes, blooms and dimples in 
her cheeks. 

«« The fittle Loves are in her train, 
And all refiftancc is in vain." 

FirJI Buck. 

Well, conie, d-mn it, the w^ole bevy aVt. 
worth a word amongft friends ; for my part, I 
have, I believe,^ gone, within this month paft, 
clean through Harris's Lift, aud I have bilked 
fix of the fineft wenches in Britain within thefe 
twenty-four hours. 

Second Buck. 

7»Iame *eni — name 'cm. Will, clfe I fhjSiIl 
think it is all bam. 

Firjl Buck. 
So I will. Firft and Jbremoft there's ^ancy 
iN— ck— ng, as pretty little wanton a t^t as 
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tver leg laiJ over ; a girl, my boy, who oftenef 
wants the curb than the fpur; drefles gay, is 
vifited by the beft company, has fine black 
hair, dazzling eyes, good teeth, and fings like 
a cherubtm. I tipped her the bilk, by pro- 
mifing to return with a j^iece of filk for a new 
fack the next evening. Secondly, there^s Polly 
.Freelove, of Falcon- court,, who was my lady 
fpr the time be^ng, oaTuefday laft : 

** A pretty girl, who^s much to (ay, 
A|vd will be doing in her way.'* 

She is a girl of fine underflandlng, and has a 
very agreeable petfon, hand, arm, bofom, and 
all that, into the bargain. I happen to be a fa- 
vourite, and therefore (he is a fair bilk without 
Cither trouble or charge. My next bilk was 
Sukey Fr — r — t, in Meard's-court; as fine, 
tall a woman as any in England. She has a 
Juftinefs that is truly becoming in her, and her 
face is beyond all imagination beautiful : tho* 
ihe lives high, and pretends to be vifited only^ 
by quality, I will take upon me to vifit her, 
drink tea with her, crack a commandment, and 
all that, for nothing. The next lady whom 1— • 

Third Bud. 

Hold, hold, Tom: fo you have laid with 
4Dd bilked aU thofe nuiii) have youi 

tirjl 
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FtrJ Buck. 
^ To be fure I have, and not thofe only, but 
Ifannah Hinnes, of Long-lane, Smithfield ; 
Mifs Wyld, of Little Quecn-ftreet ; Mifs Bet 
Rofe, of Union-court, Holborn ; Mifs. Carrol, 
at the Barber's in Red-lion-ftreet ; Mrs. Brif- 
coe, in Bateman's Buildings; Mrs. Pitts, Mai- 
denhead-court; Mifs Maria Falkncr, Shug^ 
lane ; Mift Polly Franks, a milliner inCarnaby 
Market; Mifs SetlifF, m the Borough; Mifs 
Sally Danvers, Soho, the corner of Deaa- 
ftreet j and a thoufand others. 

Sicond Bud. 

hoity-toity I — ^Why thou art a monopolizei' 
^f the nuns. 

third Bud. 

He a monopolizer, indeed. Here^— here-*-* 
lookye— -this book contains his knowledge.^-^ 
Thefe are the only flieets in which he ever had 
any acquaintance with fuch a bevy of beauties. 
D— mej he owes all his palaver to Harris's Lift, 
He has no other knowledge of fuch noble girlsj^ 
J premife thee^ 

Second Buck. 

Not I really thought he knew them every 
one. 

Ftrji 
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Pirji Buck. 
Ha! Ha! Ha! Bam— Bam, And fo I have 
Tilked you too, have I? Ha! Ha! Hal that's 
gpod-r-that's good. 

After thefe Irregular blades had amufed them-* 
fclves in this manner for the fpace of twenty 
minutes^ they walked off In high triumph, and 
intimated a defign, by way of the next piece of 
early diverfion, to difturb the populace by a 
pretence of fire, and then cry bam^^ and run 
away in the vi^ry of their hair-brained im^gi-- 
nations. 

After they were gone^ I ftoodand entertained 
myfelfat my window for a long^Un^* during, 
which feveral things pafled ^worthy notice. In 
the city-^parts, as well as more fufpicious quar* 
tcrs, thfere are many examples of folly, vice, 
and luj^ury. On the ,other fide of the way I be- 
held fom^ citizens who had oeen^carqufing all , 
the night, and now going hoqie to fceld ancl I 
afeufe their wives, inftcad of making them ex- 
cufes. 1 was, hdweyerj foon dlfguue^, arid . 
once more committed myfelf to the arms .if ; 
ikep, as a refuge from fucn abfurdlties. 

I am, dear Crony, 

Your affedlonate friendy 

Bob Randal* 
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I have had a^eep at theCoURTj that circle 
of whim and wickednefs, gaiety and giddinefs^ 
melancholy and merriment^ folly and falfliood.. 
Mr. Smart obferved, that there is, under all 
this appearance of fplendid happlnefs, nothing 

either. 
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either firm or folid. Self-intereft prevails- 
throughout the circle, and the wheel of fortune 
is for ever upon the whirl. Ah, my dear cou(ui» 
Aid he, as we pafled along the Aately apart^ 
ments, the very air of this place is infcftious.— 
Wherever you turn your eyes, nothing meets the 
deluded fight but the moflfmiling objects. It is, 
as a certain witty writer fays, an atmofphere 
liable to be infected with grofs vapours, full of 
flattery and lying. It is contrived into fuch ^n 
intricate maze, and obfcure manner, that the 
ftraiteft way is not always the neareft; and ia- 
-diredt pradices and meafures are oftentimes 
very cfFedual helps- to bring yoii to your jour- 
ney's end. It looks glorioufly ^ a diftance, 
but when you approach it its beauty diminiihes: 
notwithftanding which, continues this hu- 
mourous author, I have feen fome new-comers 
tread as confidently upon it as if they had been 
Born there ; but they quickly found they were 
in a new worlds where the tottering earth made 
them giddy and ftumble. On the other fide, I 
have feen fome old ftagers walk upon court- 
ground as gingerly as upon ice or a quagmire, 
and with all the precaution and fear imaginable, 
left they (hould fall from a great fortune by the 
fame defeils that raifed them, and not without 
caufe; for the ground is hard In fome places^ 
and finks in others : but all people covet to get 
i?pon the higheft fpot, to which there is no 

comini^ 
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toming but by one paflage, and that is fo naf-> 
row tbat na ambitious pretender can keep the 
way without joftling other people down with his 
elbows. 

Stout fhould his heart, and thouglitful be his bead* 
That would in flipp*ry paths with judgment tjread ; 
And tempt the dangers which on Coarts attend* 
A fouling enemy, a treacherous friend : 
As he of great preferment waits the call. 
Certain to flipr and almoft fure to fall. 

In (hort, coufln, poets cannot be too fevere 
upon the artifices of the place we are now in ; 
and fo many are the difficulties which true-me- 
rit and plain honefty will have to encounter be- 
fore they make their fortune amongft courtiers^ 
that^ I have long ago» in the fulleft convidion 
of my heart, forfworn all intercourfe with fuch 
people^ and adopted thofe noble fentiments of a 
writer lately deceafed. 

^* Of all the plagues which make mankind their fport» 
Guard me, ye heavens, from that worfi plague, a 

Court ; 
'Midft the mad mandons of Moorfields, Pd be 
A ftraw-crown'd monarch, in mockmajefty ! 
Rather than fov'reign rule Britannia's fate, 
Curs'd with the follies, and the farce of ftate : 
Rather in Newgate walls O let me dwell, 
A doleful tenant of the darkling cell. 
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Than fwell in palaces the mighty flore- 
Of Fortune's fools, and parafites of power; 
Than crowns, ye gods, be. any date my doom,. 
Or any dungeon but — a Drawing-room." 

Mr. Smart's quotations and rertiafks foori dlP- 
gufted me with Courts j and therefore, a3 I: 
cannot recommend them to my friends, and. 
know nothing of them but from hts rc^it,. 
which indeed may bfr, for ought I know, a little' 
too feven , I fhaH dropthe difagreeablefubfefii^ 
with advifing country gentlemen not to jeavc 
tiifeir peaceful habitations for thfe precatr6uspr6-- 
mifes of the great, or for the ambitious hopej^ 
of being provided with a ^^Jlippery tenement.^* 

From the fplendor of a Court I fhift my re- 
marks to the tranfaftions of Blllihgfgate, where 
I Arrived (after puttingpn my city-cloaths) about 
the time that the graver portion of the people 
were retiring to their f6ber chambers, in order 
to rife early for the ploddfngs of the morrow. 
The lamps were dimly glimmering in their 
fockets, and the lamp-men were bufy to manu- 
fafture the remainder of the oil to their own 
p^rivate purpofes. We had no fooner reached 
Billingfgate than fuch a mifccUany of naufeous 
fcents afTailed the noftrils, that we might very 
well exclaim— all Billingfgate opens upon every 
fenfe. The colledion of witches and monftrous 
figures in the tragtdy of Macbeth, were nothing 

fo 
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ifo frightful, nor their howlings fo borrrble, as 
what we were now fpecStators and auditors of — 
a parcel of dirty fifli-women were huddled to-' 
gether in a d^rk difmal kind of Jcavern, and all fo 
vociferous, and fo fumigated with their repeated 
over-draughts of gin, and other vulgar drams, 
that they refembled nothing, in my idea, but an 
Jnfernal affembly convened for the purpofe of 
inventing torments— watermen, porters, run- 
ners, bajfket- women, and tattered children 
hanging at the bre^ft, farmed this greafy 
groupe; and, after having b^en a witnefs to 
frolics that I am afliamed :to fet down, I left 
the place, becaufe my fton^ach could really fup- 
:port it no longer. 

In a word, taking London in a general view^ 
and putting the whole of my ramble together, I 
find the metropolis juft what one of the great 
writers who lives in it, defcribes it; nor can I 
poffibly bring rny adventures to a period better 
than by introducing, in this place, a few of his 
•obfervations, they being fo exceffively apropos, 

LONDON, A Poem, Abridged. 

. "*' Here malice, rapine, accident confpire ; 
And now a rabble rages, ' now a fire. 
Tkeirambufh here relentlefs ruffians lay, 
And here the fell attorney prowls for prey ; 
Here falling koufes thunder on your head. 
And here a female atheift tjalks you dead. 



Here 
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Here let ihofe rcigi>> whom penfions can inciie 
To vote a patriot black, a courtier white ; 
Explain their country's dear-bought rights away. 
And plead for pirates in the face of day ; 
With flavifli tenets taint our poifon'd youth. 
And lend a lie the confidence of truth. 
London, the needy villain's gen'ral home. 
The common fewer of Paris, and of Rome, 
With eager third, by folly, or by fate. 
Sucks in the dregs of each corrupted date. 
Prepare for death, if here at night you roam. 
And fign your will before you fup from home. 
.Some fiery fop with newcommiflion vain. 
Who fleeps on brambles till he kills his man ; 
Some frolic drunkard^ reeling from a feaft, 
Provokes a broil, and ftabs you for a jeft : 
Cruel uath guilt, and daring with defpair. 
The midnight murd'rer buri!s the faithlefs bar; 
Invades the facred hour of filent rell. 
And plants, unfeen, a dagger in your breafl. 
Scarce can our fields, fuch crouds at 7 yburn die, ' 
With hemp the gallo-ws^ and ih&feet fupply. 

This mournful truth is ev'ry where confefs'd. 
Slow rifes worth by poverty deprefs'd : 
But heremoYt flow, where jill are flaves to gold, 
Where looks are merchandize, and fmiles arc fold; 
;;Where won by bribes, by flatteries implor'd. 
The groom retails the favours of his Lord." 

Dr. Johnson 

Upon the whole, then. Oh my dear, happy, 
country friends, it only remains to aflurcyou, 
that your Vifits to the metropolis of Great- 
Britain 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



C 143 1 
'Britain (hould be undertaken with-deliberation^ 
ajid indulged with circumfpe£lion. What you, 
find in thefe letters are unexaggerated fadls — 
every fcene is taken from the life, and every 
pi^flure d^awn on the fpot ; and agreeable to my 
motto fent with my firft letter, ** Nothing hath 
been extenuated, nor hath any thing been fet 
down malicioufly," to prejudice yqu againft the 
city or the citizens ; where amongft a great deal 
of villainy, chicane, agitation^ defign, noife, 
and nonfenfe, a judicious man, who comes to 
London either upon a fcheme of bufinefs or a 
projeft of pleafure, will find many individuals 
of reputation, probity, genius^ ingenuity, and 
generofity. 

.At. the Came time, I muft own, I have had 
enough of London, and John Trufty is now 
packing up my things ; after which I flaall re- 
turn with real joy from rattle and ramblings, to 
the more quiet and more fatisfadory enjoyments 
of a beloved circle of coujitry relations ; for I 
have been long enough in a con fu fed city to fee 
the truth of thefe delightful fire-fide images : 
" If folid happinefs we prize, 
Within our brerfi that jewel lies, ^^ 

And they are fools who roam ; 
The world has nothing to beftow. 
From our own felves our joy? muft flow. 
And that dear hut, our home/' 
I am, my dear friends. 
Your aflFeftionate 

Robert Randal/ 
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T. S, The paper of this morning lies befot* 
me, out of which, as a fpecimen of the /wAi/r^ 
and ahfurdity of this town, I extraft the follow*- 
ing pair of curious articles : 

'« Ycftcrday arrived Mr, Charles Sharp,^ 
Tiair-dreffer, at his houfe in Fket-ftreet, from 
Paris." 

^* On Friday laft the following droll accident 

happened in Oxford-road : A lady who had 

been riding in Hyde-park, in galloping down 

the ftreet had the misfortune to have her hat 

blown ofFby the wind, the beaver of which was 

heavy, beiAg rather of the umbrella kind, drew 

her head along with it, and brought down to 

the ground a moft enormous iete^ with four or 

five pounds weight of wo»l, pins, falfe curls, 

wigs, caul, &c. Her horfe went on in fpite of 

her, and by that means her bald pate was ex* 

pofed to the eye of the public; her fervant, 

however> at laft flopped her horfe, and iBie took 

refuge at a milliner's in Bond-ftreet/' — O tem^ 

p9ra ! mrts! — Farewell till I fee your 



F IN IS. 
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